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Preface 


Kashmir, as is evident from various sources available, had 
a deep-rooted historica] tradition. For a considerably long 
period of time it remained under a number of Hindu dynasties 
in succession. But with the beginning of the 14th century 
A.D., the increasing pressure of the Muslims brought the 
Hindu rule crumbling down and registered their triumph 
by establishing an independent Muslim State in Kashmir in 
1339 A.D. 
Kashmir was successively ruled in complete independence 
by two Muslim dynasties : ‘the Shahmiri’ (1339-1554 A.D.) and 
‘the Chak’ (1554-1586 A.D.). Kashmir could not escape for long 
the invincible forces of Mughal imperialism .and was finally 
annexed to the Mughal empire by Akbar on 16th October, 1586. 
. Attempts have been made by some of the modern historians 
like Dr, G.M.D. Sufi, Dr. R.K. Parmu, Prof. Mohibbul Hasan, 
Dr. N.K. Zutshi and Dr. Abdul Qayum Rafiqi to bring to 
light the history and culture of medieval Kashmir but each one 
of them has either written a general history of a particular 
period or presented a monograph on an individual ruler or 
dwelt upon a cultural aspect. With the result, the Chak 
E dynasty has not received the attention it really deserved. 

The extensive works of Dr. Sufi and Dr. Parmu are at best 
the. general. surveys of various Muslim dynasties who ruled over 
Kashmir. Similarly, Professor Mohibbul Hasan has covered the 
period from. 1339 A.D. to 1586 A.D., but he too has laid stress 
particularly on the activities of Shabmiri rulers while the Chak 
period, so. full of political, religious and cultural interest, is 

` conspicuous by its superficial treatment. The work of Dr. N.K. 
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Zutshi, entirely deals with Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin (1420-70 A.D.), 
the greatest of the Sultans of Kashmir. 

Thus a substantial scope left by the aforesaid historians, for 
the Chak history, has been fully utilized in this work. A rich 
variety of source materia] preserved in numerous works written 
in Sanskrit, Persian and Kashmiri languages, archaeological 
remains, inscriptions, coins, travellers’ account, traditions and 
folklore is fully utilized. 

An attempt has been made in this €— to investigate the 
evolution of political institutions, under the Chaks, placed in 
the overall historical perspective of the 16th century develop- 
ments. The important aspects like, religious controversies, 
issues relating to internal politics and foreign affairs including 
the Kashmir-Mughal relations and the cultural renaissance 


. under the liberal patronage of some of the Chak rulers, and 


finally, the fall of the dynasty have been studied and investi- 
gated. 

I now take this opportunity of expressing my deep sense of 
gratitude and feeling of indebtedness to Dr. N.K. Zutshi, now 


- Reader in the Department of Medieval and Modern Indian 


History, Lucknow University, for exercising patient and able 
supervision at all stages of this study. I sincerely offer my 
thanks to him for leading the work to its successful comple- 


tion. 
Tam also highly grateful to Dr. A.C. Bose, Professor of 


History, Dr. G.S. Chhabra, Professor and Head of the History 


Department, Jammu University and other staff members of the 
Department for their kind cooperation and encouragement 
‘during the period of my research. 

Ialso wish to place on record my thanks to late Muhammad 


Amin Mabjoor and Autar Krishan belonging to Research and . 
. Public Library, Srinagar, and Shrikanth Kaul for their help: and 


valuable suggestions. 

Iam also thankful to the staff ofthe Central Archaeological 
Library (New Delhi), National. Archives and Sapru House 
Library (New Deihi), Tagore Library and Amir-ud-Daulah 
Public Library (Lucknow), Research and Public Library 
(Srinagar), Ranbir Singh Library (Jammu), and the Central 
Library, Jammu University, Jammu. 
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I also wish to express my sincere gratitude to the Indian 
Council of Historical Research, New Delhi, for their award of 
Study-cum-Travel Grant (contingency), to work on this research 


` project. 


Lastly, I will be failing in my duty if I do not express my 
deep thanks to my father Kh. B.D. Wani, who, besides en- 
couraging me in this endeavour and giving various useful 
suggestions, translated for me the two important Persian works : 
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Malik Chadura. T am also indebted to my wife, Syeeda Wani 
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stage of this work. 
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Rise of the Chaks 


By the beginning of the fourteenth century almost the whole 
of Northern India had passed under the regime of Alauddin 
Khalji (1296-1316) but the kingdom of Kashmir was yet to fall 


. in the hands of Muslim rulers. It does not.mean that Kashmir 


did not attract the attention of the foreign Muslim conquerers. 

In fact, during the successive rule of various Hindu dynasties, ` 
.Karkotas (613-855 A. D.), Utpalas (855-1003 A.D.) and Loharas 
(1003-1309 A.D.) Kashmir was subject to à number of invasions 
which were only in the nature of sensational episodes and 
ended in failure. It is indeed surprising that Kashmir in the 

13th century presented such a decadent social and political 

spectacle that it often tempted a foreign invader without being 
subjected. And when finally it fell under the control ofa 

Muslim dynasty, it was the outcome. of internal revolution so 

complete and decisive. The kingdom slipped out of the hands 
of Hindu rulers and a fugitive named Shahmir! from an 
adjoining area distinguished himself by a coup d'etat in 1339 
A.D. when he established the Sultanate of Kashmir with 
himself as its first Sultan under the title of Shams-ud-Din. 

The new royal line which he set up came to be known as the 
Shahmiri dynasty after his name. The kings of this dynasty 
ruled Kashmir with varying degrees of success for over two 
centuries (1339-1554 A.D.),? after which they disappeared and 
Were succeeded by a new line of Muslim kings heralding the 
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establishment of the Chak? dynasty. They ruled fora short 
period of thirty-two years (1554-86 A.D.). 

There is no doubt that the Shahmiri dynasty produced a 
number of able rulers during the first one and a half 
centuries who consolidated and administered the kingdom with 
wisdom and efficiency. But with the passage of time, effete 
and ease-loving princes came to wield the royal sceptre. 
Lacking in wisdom and far-sightedness, they put the throne 
and crown in a trough of disturbance and gave full opportunity 


‘to opposite factions, who were always ready to fish in 


troubled waters, to- gain some political advantage. Thus 
seeing the ominous sings of ‘a crumbling empire, certain tribal 
groups began to exploit the situation to capture political power. 
Of these tribes, the most dominating were the Chaks and the 
Magres.^ In the time of Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin (1420-1470 A.D.)5 


- these groups hardly dared to come out.in open rivalry but - 


after his death, they increasingly gathered strength which they 
finally used during the reign of his weak successors It were 
again thesé two classes who dominated the history of Kashmir 


after Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin till the Shahmiri dynasty. tottered 


at its legs and its chapter came to a close atthe hands of the 
rising Chaks in 1554 A.D... During this period of struggle, 


these two classes openly clashed with each other in their 
` contest for political power, which they considerably exerted 


in turn, while on the other hand the King were reduced 
.to the position of a mere spectator from the throne. 
Their struggle for the supremacy gathered momentum in the 
beginning of the sixteenth.century and Kashmir was thrown 
into a state of utter confusion in which puppet kings were set 
up and deposed in rapid succession by these contending groups. 
The period which followed. was one of the worst in which 
mutual rivalries, intrigues and a constant armed confrontation 
between the king and nobles, master and servant and among 
the landed magnates had become the order of the day. It was 
out of this chaos and confusion ‘that Chaks carved outa 
kingdom for their own house in 1554 A.D. by successfully 
beating the other claimants almost equally powerful. The 
capture of royal power in Kashmir by the Chaks put an end to, 


` the rule of the Shahmiris and gave peace to the kingdom for 
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“the next thirty-two years till Kashmir was annexed and 
assimilated: in the Mughal Empire by Emperor Akbar in 
(c $586 A.D? 

The Chaks exercised much influence on. the political, 
religious and cultural life of Kashmir. Though their rule was 
a short one covering only the period from 1554 to 1586 A.D., 
yet they had' a long and chequered history of their own even 
before and after their assumption of power. After their fall 
their role in Kashmir did not cease and they continued to 
display their worth and importance till they were finally reduced 
fo penury. Today, their off-springs are known. as Gulbans in 
* Kashmir Their role after the fall would be discussed at the 


proper place. 


Origin 


Though we have extremely meagre information about their 
erigin, owing to the paucity of original material yet a careful 
search of stray references both in contemporary Sanskrit and - 
Persian chronicles yield encouraging results. i 
The later sources narrate many romantic and vainglorious 
events regarding their origin and these are fallacious and are 
based on the folk and myths.? 

. Dr. Parmu opines that “Chaks may have descended from the 
Chakmas of the Malaya peninsula or from the nomads of the 
Kipchak desert in Central Asia, who became known as Qazak. 
May be they originated from the Turkomans of Central Asia, 
or may they were a branch of some ancient tribe living in 
Kohkand region who committed robberies and attacked way- 
farers, when it appears, they were enlisted by some Mongol 
general when he invaded Northern India.!? These are mere 
conjectures unsupported by any evidence. 

Dr. Parmu has further tried to trace the genealogy of the 
Chaks from Alamkarachakara, the feudal Lord of Karna (the 
ancient Karna) who caused much destruction to Raja 
Jaisimha (1128-55 A.D.) in concert with Bhoja.!! This 
identification too, like the previous ones lacks proof and is 
uriacceptable on the following grounds. First, Kalhana though 
' mentions his relationship with the Dardic people, yet he does 
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not attribute him to the Dardic stock, the offspring of which 
the Chaks: were. Secondly, ^ Kalhana has given the 
characteristics feature of Alamkara which are not in 
conformity with those of the Chaks, the descendants of Langar 
Chak,? e.g, Kalhana writes, “‘Alamkara, the superintendent 
of the great treasury (brhanday) embellished the land by 
constructing bathing huts, Mathas, Brahmapuris, bridges and 
the like. He is man of wisdom (Budha) was born from one 
who was versed in arts and was evergiving relief by medical 
herbs. He is known as poet who surpassed ail liberal persons 
by his liberality8 Besides this description Kalhana is 
silent about the last days of Alamkara and his posteriors. 
Thus, while Kalhana has praised Alamkara for many virtues 
and talents, the Chaks who flourished in Kashmir before and 
during the time of Sultan Zai n-ul-Abidin (1420-70 A.D.) posses- 
sed none of these qualities and were entirely different in nature 


and character from Alamkara. They were most ferocious, à 
turbulent and warlike people, füll of marauding habits. This  . 


contrast also renders unacceptable, the opinion of Dr. Parmu's 
identifying Alamkara with Langar Chak, who entered Kashmir 
much after Alamkara's existence. Moreover no sontemporaty 
Persian or Sanskrit chronicler supports the view. 

Similarly Sufi and Mohibbul Hasan only refers to the 
arrival of Langar Chak from Dardistan in the time of Raja 
Suhadeva of Kashmir which does not lead to any conclusion.!5 

Among the contemporary chroniclers; the author of the 


Baharistan-i-Shahi write that, “the Chaks came. from Dardo - 


(Dardistan) Langar, Chak, the progenitor of the Chak 
dynasty, with his tribe migrated to Kashmir during the period 
of Raja Suhadeva (1301-20 A.D.) of Kashmir and settled in 
Tragam.!6 He further mentions that Langar Chak left his home 
place owing to the public opposition there.” The author also 
refers to the arrival of another Chak’s tribal group, led by 
Shams Chak, the son of Hilmat-Chak, from Gilgit at some 
later date which settled at Kopwara in Kashmir.! 

Haidar Malik states in his Tarikh-i-Kashmir that “Langar 
Chak came to Kashmir from Barsal,!® the capital of Dardistan, 
owing to the conflict with his'brother for the- throne. 20 Hg 
does not mention anything about Shams Chak, 
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Among the Sanskrit sources, the two different editions -of 
Jaina-Rajatarangini give different versions. While the Bombay 


edition mentions the arrival of Langar Chak in the time of 


Suhadeva, the Calcutta edition is silent on this point.” 


‘Srikanth Koul, who has edited Jonaraja’s text, and has 


strictly followed the Calcutta edition, condemns the versions 


given in other texts regarding the arrival of the Chaks. He 
-calls it the fabrication of the later scribes.*? 


Jaina Rajatarangini (edited by Dutt) mentions, that many 
people came from different quarters and resort to the king 
(Suhadeva) for service.” But he does not refer to any 


. particular name. 


From the above statements, the following conclusion can be 
drawn. First, the Chaks were not indigenous and came to 
Kashmir from Dardistan, the inhabitants of this place were 
commonly known as Dards. Dr. Leitner points, as is the case 
with uncivilised race generally, the Dard have no name in 
‘common but call each Dard tribe that inhabit a different valley 


. by different name." 


Secondly the Chaks entered the valley as Dards and the 
name Chak was given to them in Kashmir. The Kashmiri 
called them by the name of ‘Tsak’.75 

Thirdly, the Chaks were the descendants of the royal scion 
as pointed out by the Persian contemporary chroniclers, 
Haidar Malik and the author of Baharistan-i-Shahi, that Langar 
Chak left for Kashmir on account of the conflict with his 
brother for the throne and the opposition of the Dard people. 
After Langar Chak's flee, his brother might have occupied the 
throne, tlie descendants of whom too migrated to Kashmir, 
possibly owing to differences with other Dard tribes. This is 
clearly mentioned in Baharistan-i-Shahi, that another group of 
the Chak tribe came from Gilgit (which also falls in the same 
tract of Dardistan) under Shams Chak, son of Hilmat Chak 
and settled at Kopwara in Kashmir?* Thus the Chak tribe 
which had split earlier into two factions in Dardistan, over the 
‘differences on the throne, bore enmity and jealousy against 
each other. But both were driven-out to seek asylum on the 


W hospitable land of Kashmir, by their countrymen. The author 


of Baharistan-i-Shahi, mentions about the hostility which the 
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two Chak factions have kept alive in’ their bosoms, in these 
words, "the two Chak tribes had never been on cordial 
-yelations-with each other in past and neither did possess any 
near relation now owing to enmity, though being the 
-descendants of one and the same tribe.”’7 
Fourthly, being brave, intrepid, enormous in stature and 
warlike, the later historians have woven various myths about 
their origin. In view of their enormous physical size and 
ferocity they were assumed to be the descendants of a big 
. giant, which became a fact for those historians who believed 
in legends, folk tales and myths, and took the Chaks to be the 
off-springs of an amorous demon blindly.*? 


"Chaks Activity under Sultan Zain-ul- Abidin 


The Chaks who settled in Kashmir in the time of Raja 
Suhadeva, did not attract the attention of Kashmiri kings till 
Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin came to power in.1420.?? But it is clear 
from the account of Srivara, the court historian of Sultan 
Zain-ul-Abidin, that the-Chaks by the time had earned a bad 
-name because of their turbulent habits and depredations which 

' had now become a main trait of their character.® Therefore 
‘by the time of Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin, they had turned 
ferocious and militant to such an extreme, that under their 
leader Pandu Chak they at once rebelled against the Sultan, 
when the later tried to check them from depredations and evil 
deeds which they were committing in and around the place of 
their habitants. No doubt they were mercilessly tortured and 

. suppressed, when they rebelled, but only after a year of this 
event they attracted the notice of the government and gained 
importance Si - ; 


Causes of the Chaks Rebellion 


Baharistan-i-Shahi is the only source from which a vivid 
account of this rising can be obtained. Relying on the facts 
mentioned in this chronicle, one can attribute the following 
causes for the Chaks revolt in the early period of Sultan Zain- 
ul-Abidin’s reign. l 
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First, the Sultan wanted to establish peace for a fairly 
long time through efficient administration but the same was 
being disturbed by the persistently recalcitrant attitude and the 
unscrupulous practices of the Chak tribe.3* l ; 

Secondly, the Chaks "had captured a large portion of 
stateland and were behaving like proprietor and exploiting 
the peasantry at Tragam in Kamraj.? 

Thirdly, the Sultan in order to infuse vigour and efficiency 
in the administration was exercising great vigilance over the 
whole parts of the kingdom. . Tragam, inhabited by the Chaks, 
was the most sensitive ated and was prone to frequent trouble 
owing to the Chaks depredations. The moment, Sultan tried 
to disrupt and suppress their marauding habits, the whole of 
the tribe exhibited the bellicose attitude to the Sultan.®4 

Fourthly, the inhabitants of Tragam and its surroundings 
were overawed by the Chak tribe and were afraid of combating 
with them openly. Obviously, they were cager to get rid from 
“the oppressions and cruelties of the Chaks. They kept Sultan 
constantly informed of the Chaks activities and cooperated 
whole-heartedly when he attacked them....35 Thus for reasons 
of punishing the Chaks, the Sultan created a new sub-divisional 
headquarter of Zainagiri with | a complex of government 
buildings in Kamraj where from a constant watch could be kept 
on their. activities. The Chaks, apprehensive of dreadful 
prospects of being subjected to forced labour (begar) in the 
event of the Sultan taking up his residence there displayed a 
spirit of revolt.95 i ^ i E 

Fifthly, it is also stated. in Baharistan-i-Shahi, that “the 
. Chaks became dreadful when they came to realize that in the 
event of the priggish Sultans away in their vicinity, they would 
be reduced to nadir. The whole tribe of the Chaks would be 
disowned of the illegally raised property, their freedom would 
be hampered -and they would be brought under an effective 
administrative control. In case of any violation, they would 
be put on forced labour and have to remain in servitude for 
the future under the new Sultan.?7 l 

The immediate cause which precipitated the crísis was when 

the Sultan ordered for the construction of residential palace in 
Zainagiri vicinity and the plantation of fruit trees in its 
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surroundings, He further requisitioned the services of the 
local inhabitants for forced labour and the Chaks were 
conspicuous by not coming to join in the forced labour. Not 
only this, but when the Sultan was away at the capital and a 
few labourers were at work, the Chaks under their leader Pandu 
Chak in a daring raid put the newly constructed Sultan's palace 
and other buildings on fire and withdrew to the defiles of 


Tragam.9 Pandu Chak took the precaution of sending his - 


tribes female members across the mountains to the village 
Drav.? Receiving this shocking news, the Sultan at once 
despatched a military contingent to chastise Pandu Chak, but 
the latter succeeded in escaping and joining his family members 
at Drav. The royal force, however, burnt down all the 
strongholds of the Chaks in Tragam. They could do nothing 
beyond this for the Chaks were sheltered by the villagers of 
Drav.. The palace of Zainagiri was, in the meantime, ordered 
by the Sultan to be reconstructed. The task of rebuilding 
was not yet complete when Pandu Chak, in sheer vengeance, 
made a second raid with his tribesmen and destroyed again the 
palace by putting it on fire. 

Seeing no alternative, except to bring about their complete 
ruin, the Sultan followed a judicious policy in catching Pandu 
Chak. Instead of sending any force after him, he successfully 
induced the villagers of Drav to lend a hand in rounding the 
Chaks up for which he promised them rewards in form of royal 
gifts and robes. Pandu Chak his whole family, kinsmen, 
relatives and supporters were captured and brought before the 
Sultan. The Sultan flogged Pandu Chak to death along with 
other leading Chaks who were fit to bear arms. Only infants 
and ladies, states the author of Baharistan-i-Shahi were spared 
and the Sultan sent them to the village of Kwaran (modern 
Karan) in the district of Maraj.‘? aT 

For the-first time in Kashmir, the Chak tribe received a 
severe punishment for their marauding activities. State land 
was confiscated from them and their houses were destroyed at 
Tragam (in Kamraj). But the Sultan showed his magnanimity 
in re-habilitating the women and children who were spared 
from the punishments, at Kwarin in Maraj district with 
complete arrangements for their livelihood there. Similar 


. * further, he married the daughter of Husain Chak, posthumous 
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account has been given by the Sultan's court historians Srivara, 
that, “the Sultan (Zain-ul-Abidin) knew Chakara of Kamraj and 
others to be wicked men and he therefore confiscated their land, 
(but) made provision for their livelihood and inhabited them in 
Madav (Maraj) country": Srivara's Chakaras and others. 
should be identified with Pandu Chak and his followers. When 
among these surviving Chaks, the infants and children came 
to maturity they were less unscrupulous and turbulent than 
` their predecessors. And with the passage of time, they became 
a honoured class and, as the author of Baharistan-i-Shahi 
writes, ‘the leading nobles and respectable families were 
attracted to this tribe and developed matrimonial relations with 
them. Husain Chak, the posthumous son of Pandu Chak 
became a leading noble. The future Tragami Chaks were his 


descendants. f? 


Political Confusion and Rise of. Shams Chak 


The Chaks who were settled by Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin in 
Tragam, were destined to exercise considerable influence on 
Kashmir politics not only as powerful nobles but also as 
rulers of a dynasty to which they e their own name fora: 

of a century (1554-1586 A.D.). 

debt the death A Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin, the Chaks began 

their political career under their new leader Shams Chak son 

of Hilmat Chak; who had lately reached Kashmir from Gilgit, 

At Kashmir, Shams Chak, first served a powerful noble Sayyid 
- Muhammad but soon he joined service under another noble 

Malik Nauroz Zatu son of Ahmed Zatu, where he found better 

chance of rise than was under Sayyid Muhammad.** : 

With his skill in diplomacy and personal gallantry, he made 
his mark in Kashmir politics. Besides being possessed of a 
strong physique and military talents Shams Chak earned good 
- reputation while fighting wars under Malik Nauroz Zatu.4® He 
"continued with his tactics during the troublous days of a 
fierce contest for supremacy amongst various clans till he 
‘finally went in the services of Malik Saifdar, Wazir of Sultan 
Fateh. Shah (1488-1493 A.D.). To strengthen bis position 









































10 Muslim Rule in Kashmir 
son of Pandu Chak, who was still living at Kwarin village in 
Maraj district The author of the Baharistan-i-Shahi writes 
that “after his marriage with Husain’s daughter the two families, 
which hitherto had been hostile to each other now became 
friendly and their blood relation was once again strengthened. 
Husain Chak, along with all his followers joined -Shams Chak 
and declared him the leader of the tribe.” 


Shams Chak as Wazir 


Shams Chak played a leading role against Saifdar the Wazir 
of Fateh Shah, who was drawn into an ambuscade and was 


. killed in the battle which was fought at Ramalana.*! Impressed 


by his valour and prowess Sultan Fateh Shah appointed Shams 
Chak his Wazir. l 
Among the Chaks Shams Chak was the first to become the 
Wazir of a king. This was a great honour to the whole Chak 
tribe. 
. 'Shams Chak-could not remain in the office for more than two 
and a half year owing to the bitter opposition of many other no- 
"bles like Ibrahim Magre; Hajipadre, Sayyid Muhammad Baihagi 
who combined to fight against him in the field of Zalidgarh.*' 
No doubt, Shams Chak and his cousin brother Kaji Chak came 
out to give them fight but they were defeated and fled to 
‘Kamraj and took refuge in Tragam. The victorious faction 
brought Muhammad ‘Shah, Fateh Shah’s brother to the .throne 
for. the second time in 1493 A.D. At the defeat of his Wazir, 
-Sultan Fateh Shah demit. the throne^.and escaped to 
"Naushehra;5 EE l 
Immediately after assumption of sovereign authority, 
Sultan Muhammad Shah tried to capture Shams Chak and 
followed him in Kamraj where he destroyed the Chaks 
strongholds, when he could not catch him  thefe.* In 
retaliation to it, Shams Chak, who had sought his safety in 


-flight to Sopore, made a cavalry attack at night over the Sultan. 


His best efforts to come out successful in the enterprise ended 
in his own defeat and he fled to Naushehra to join Sultan Fateh 
Shah, the deposed king.5» 
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Rise of the Chaks — " i 
Shams.Chak Wazir for Second Time 


Sultan.Fateh Shah regained the throne of Kashmir in 1505 
A.D. owing to the continuous efforts of his noble Shams Chak. 
For his loyalty he. was again appointed Wazir by the king.99 . 
Qut of sheer revenge, Shams Chak after regaining his seat and 
power, mercilessly tortured his enemies. He ruthlessly 
punished the three sons of Sultan Muhammad Shah, who had 
taken shelter in the house of Bahram Dar in Sopore. The 
eldest son Mir Sayyid Murtaza was rolled down from a -hillock 
while he was fleeing for safety to Ladakh, Ibrahim, the „second 
remained captive with the Raja of Ladakh and Yaqub, the 
ihird being minor was allowed to live peacefully at Srinagar.°® 

This kind of attitude was highly resented. by Malik Musa 

Raina, formerly Wazir of Sultan Muhammad Shah. He 
tactfully entered into a 
Magre. Thus Shams Chak was captured by Bahram Dar and 
Duni Malik, under the directions of Fateh Shah and Malik 
Musa Raina and finally killed in the prison.” It is. stated in the 
Persian chronicles that “Shams Chak died.heroically and killed 
about sixty assassins with his pocket knife, béfore he was stuck 
down alongwith his son by a volley of an arrow. His chains 
from his feet were removed after he fell dead. "9? Malik Musa 
Raina became the Wazir of -Sultan Fateh Shah after Shams 
Chak’s death who had remained occupying this post only for 
four months.6! 

. The death of Shams Chak was so much terrifying for the 
other Chak leaders that they crumbled for some period. They 
were reduced to extreme penury. and their important leaders 
like Kaji Chak, Sarang Chak and Mir Chak were forced to 
join the service under Malik Musa Raina and his son Ali Raina, 
Under these . circumstances majority of the Chaks were 
converted to Nurbakshiya taith at the hands of Shams-ud-Din 

Traqi,®? an influential religious: divine, preaching the new faith 
at this time in Kashmir.® . 

An important reason for the Chaks conversion to 
Nurbakshiya faith besides economic pressure was the. political 
. pressure from the Sultan’s Wazir Musa Raina, who had also 


embraced this faith at the hands of Shams-ud-Din Iraqi.® 





conspiracy with Fateh Shah and Ibrahim -` 
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Encouraged by Shams-ud-Din Iraqi, whose influence over 
Malik Musa Raina was indeed great the Chaks once again 
rallied round Kaji Chak and started their political campaign." 

It is noteworthy that there were different political groups 
viz., the Chaks, the Magres, the Lons, the Dars and Rainas, 
' contesting for the throne at that time. But foremost among 
them were the first two groups. But while the Chaks were aliens 
. and Nurbakshiya by faith, the Magres were indigenous and of 
pure Sunni stock. It were these two classes who dominated the 
historical stage of Kashmir and locked in conflict for 
the remaining period till the establishment of the Chak 
hegemony in 1554 A.D. 

Coming to details, after Shams Chak's death Malik Musa 
Raina who had occupied the chair of Wizarat could not hold it 
.for long because the group of Magres did not tolerate a staunch 
man of Nurbakshiya sect as the Wazir. Thus, owing to 


religious antagonism, and greed for power, Ibrahim Magre, 
the Magre group leader intrigued against Malik Musa Raina in © 


connivance with Sultan Fateh Shah.9 Various other nobles 

politically rival to Musa Raina also joined Ibrahim Magre. 

Hearing of this, Musa Raina escaped for his safety towards 

Punjab but in his hurried flight via Chirhara his horse took 
fright in the way and he fell dead on the ground.§ 


Rise of Kaji Chak 


After Malik Musa Raita, the chair of Wizarat was filled 
by many men in succession under Sultan Fateh Shah, who was 
: no more than a puppet in the hands of his nobles. It was under 
Malik Usman's Wizarat, that Kaji Chak, leader of the Chak 
group, in combination with Sultan Fateh Shah, and many 
. other nobles like Jahangir Padre, Qadar Malik intrigued to 
kill the Wazir Malik Usman and capture the chair. They first 
- killed his attendant at Diwan-i-Khana in the capital and seized 
Malik Usman. Thereupon Kaji Chak was set up as Wazir.59 
But only a month had elapsed when Ibrahim Magre returned 
from the Punjab with an army and defeated and imprisoned 
Kaji Chak and Jahangir Padre. Losing the support of his 
Wazir and nobles Sultan Fateh Shah left for Punjab, but 


Ld 
ty 
| 
EG. 
& 
E 
Ve 
AC 
ri 
x 


ur 










Rise of the Chaks l O 13 


Ibrahim Magre soon recalled him from Hirapur where he had 
reached by this time and proclaimed him the Sultan while he 
himself became his Wazir. He also set free both Kaji Chak and 
Jahangir Padre. Subsequent to these events, Kaji Chak 
started a dubious role of mediators or playing one noble 
against other. By resorting to this policy of sowing - 
dissensions in the ranks of the nobles, Kaji Chak strengthened 
his own position. 
Peace, how-ver, lasted only for five months after which 
Muhammad Shah snatched the throne from Fateh Shah 


in 1514 A.D. for the third time, with the help of. E 


many Kashmiri disaffected nobles. While Sultan Fateh | 
Shah left for the Punjab, Kaji Chak, instead of favouring - 
the new Sultan, prepare to give him a battle and recalled ~ 
Fateh Shah. In the meantime Fateh Shah sent from the ` 
Punjab his son Habib Khan"? with Jabangir Padre to see 
the condition of Kashmir. Joined by Kaji Chak at Srinagar, , 
they won over many nobles to their side. Seeing the defections 
among the nobles, Sultan Muhammad Shah and Ibrahim 
Magre left for Punjab without offering any resistance.” Fateh 
Shah was again Sultan for the third time after about nine 
months of exile.” 

Recalling his old difficulties’ Sultan Fateh Shah (1515-17), 
resolved to divest himself of all regal authority. Moreover his . 
Wazir Jahangir Padre and two other nobles Kaji Chak and 
Shankar Raina had assigned him only the revenue of the 
Khalisa land and divided the rest of the country among 
themselves.” — i l i 

After a year of this development Sultan Muhammad Shah 
and Ibrahim Magre entered Kashmir in a bid to secure the throne 
but were defeated and Ibrahim Magre with his two sons was 
killed by Kaji Chak in that encounter.™* Sultan Muhammad 
Shah again fled to the Punjab to solicite the aid from Sultan 
Sikandar Lodi (1489-1517) who agreed to extend the military 
assistance. Thus with a force of about three thousand Lodi 
soldiers, Sultan Muhammad Shah set out towards Kashmir. 
Hearing about his arrival, the mischievous nobles wrote letters 
of loyalty which Sultan Muhammad Shah received at Danaor."é 
Kaji Chak and Shankar Raina and his brother Nusrat Raina 
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seeing the turn of table in fávour of the invader, deserted 
Sultan Fateh Shah while leading his force before the fort of 
Harshin?? and joined throne without much trouble in 1517-18 
while Sultan Fateh Shah fled to Punjab where he died in August 
¥517.78 | i - 


Kaji Chak Wazir under Sultan Muhammad Shah 


Sultan Muhammad Shah appointed Kaji Chak his Wazir and 
threw Malik Shankar Raina in prison for his treachery while 
'himself went to see off the Lodi troops as far as Naushehra.”® 

Kashmir it seems had now become a fertile soil for internal 
dissensions, mutual rivalry and jealousy leading to bloody wars. 
It witnessed an incessant struggle amongst those nobles on 
whose shoulders rested the real administrative responsibility of 
the state. Factions among nobles multiplied, intensified by 
vested interests and Kaji Chak became the target of attack by 
nobles including Nusrat Raina, Lohar Magre and Jahangir 
Padre. . i , 
^. While Sultan Muhammad Shah was away at Naushehra to 
tid Lodi troops farewell and blocked there for some time by 
snow, the valley in his absence plunged into civil' war, 
motivated by mutual jealousy, accentuated by religious Shia- 
Sunnis? differences and finally disfigured by political just! 
Lohar Magre and Malik Nusrat Raina, who was also jealous 
of his brother's imprisonment, were not slow to strike against 
Kaji Chak in the fort of Nagam. Kaji Chak with Jahangir 
Padre retaliated by a swift military confrontation inflicting a 


terrible defeat on them.®? In this battle, Nusrat Raina lost his | 


"life and Lohar Magre fled to jungle. Kaji Chak himself 
received severe wounds and even lost one of his fingers.9? 
This victory made Kaji Chak.supreme authority in the kingdom 


almost like an  uncrowned king. He took the whole  - ^ 


administration in his hands and administered justice personally.5 
As one with shi-ite leanings, he started propagating doctrine of 
the faith with zeal and enthusiasm.® His religious attitude 
caused bitterness among his rivals. He also antagonised his 
old ally Jahangir Padre whom he forced to flee from Kashmir 
and had his property looted by his son Masud Chak, Jahangir 
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Padré left Srinagar and joined Gadai Malik in Dardistan.® 
Tired of Kaji Chak’s religious attitude and jealous of his 


| power, a group of nobles led by Abdal Magre, Lohar Magre and 


Idi Raina brought back Sultan Fateh Shah’s son Sikandar Khan 
from the Punjab in 1521 A.D. They were joined by Jahangit 
Padre and Qadai Malik on their way to Srinagar. In a tripartite 
league that they formed, they marched against Kaji Chak and 
seized the fort of Nagam. Kaji Chak despatched his son Masud 
Chak and other members of his tribe, including Daulat Chak, 
to intercept the invaders. A fierce battle ensured resulting in 


“the defeat of the invaders. Sikandar Khan made overtures for 


peace to Kaji Chak and descended to the Punjab.** The 
success proved very costly to Kaji Chak, because except the 
death of his many veteran leaders, his own son, Masud Chak 
was also killed while  fighting.® It is mentioned in the 
Baharistan-i-Shahi, that in this devastating battle, no one knew 
‘about each other and the news of Masud Chak’s death was 
received at Shahab-ud-Din Pur.” After this successful 
enterprise Kaji Chak bestowed the jagir of his som Masud 
Chak upon his nephew Daulat Chak in recognition of his 
gallantry which he displayed against Qadái Malik and Jahangir 
Padre.’ - 
Kaji Chak had not yet ovércome the grief caused by the loss 
of his son, when he was challenged by the rival group of the 
Magre. But Kaji Chak diplomatically entered into matrimonial 
alliances with them and averted the clash. Tired of his | 
dominating Wazir, Sultan Muhammad Shah conspired with his 
noblés Abdal Magre, Lohar Magre and Regi Chak, a Sunni 
noble , to oust Kaji Chak. Kaji Chak sensed the trouble and 
without any opposition fled to Naushehta.*8 


Mughal Interest in Kashmif 


At the time when Kashmir was in the grip of internal 
dissensions the Mughals under Kuchak Bag and Shaikh.Ali Bag 
were despatched in 1527 by Emperor Babur to help Sultan 
Fateh Shah’s son Sikandar Khan in securing the throne at the 
latter’s request. Kaji Chak no doubt, retired from the state 
affairs, was fired with patriotism and quickly despatched his. 
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sons Ghazi Chak and Husain Chak with a contingent of the men 
of his tribe, to intercept the invaders. The Chaks inflicted a 
crushing defeat on the Mughals. - Ali Bag had a narrow escape 
when he was attacked by Husain Chak in his camp. Sikandar 
Khan was taken as prisoner. Thus even in exile, Kaji Chak 
did not forsake Sultan Muhammad Shah. This victory 
revived the relations between the Sultan and his old Wazir 
Kaji Chak. For his great service, Sultan Muhammad Shah once 
again called him to the post of Wizarat.9 Kaji Chak after few 
months came to the capital and handed over Sikandar Khan to 
Muhammad Shah who gouged out his eyes.% Disgusted with 
this kind of cruel treatment, Kaji Chak through a military 
action of nobles and the tribal men which he organised, 
dethroned Sultan Muhammad Shah and locked him up in the 
village of Ladu.” He placed his son, Ibrahim Khan on the 
throne and himself taking post of Wizarat wielded all powers 


of the government.98 
Kaji Chak Wazir under Sultan Ibrahim Khan (1528-29 A.D.) 


“The success of Kaji Chak dismayed his opponents and 
. consequently Abdal Magre and Regi Chak went to Emperor 
Babur and induced him to annex Kashmir. Emperor Babur 
despatched a force under the command of Shaikh Ali Bag and 
Muhammad Khan. With the assistance of the Mughal force 
Abdal Magre and Regi Chak set out to invade Kashmir in 
1528.9 As a political expediency, Sultan Fateh Shah’s son 
Nazuk Shah was declared the Sultan of Kashmir. Kaji Chak 
put up a tough resistance against the invaders in the pargana of 


Bankil!? and choped off the heads of many ‘Turks but was him- , 


self defeated. Many of the Chak nobles including Tazi Chak, 
Seh Chak, lost their lives. Kaji Chak escaped to the Gakkar 
territory while Ibrahim Khan, Ghazi Chak and Daulat Chak 
were made prisoners and send under a guard to the city. On 
- their way, Daulat Chak alone could manage to escape by 
' jumping out of the boat at nightfall. Nothing is known about 
Ibrahim Khan but Ghazi Chak remained in their possession.!0! 

Declaring Nazuk Shah the ruler, the Magres divided the 
kingdom among themselves and a part of which was given to 
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Regi Chak.? Since Nazuk Shah was a minor, therefore, only 


` after a year he was- dethroned and Sultan Muhammad . Shah 


who was in the prison of Ladu, was enthroned in the summer 
of 1530. 103 RO 


` Invasion of Kamran Mia in 1531 A.D. 


x: succession of ETEN rulers and the soaring 
ambition of their nobles constantly engaged in the warfare - 
and calling the outsiders for their, help, left the 
country a prey to foreign invasions. Emperor Babur twice 
diverted his cohorts against Kashmir with: a fair measure of 
success and thus paved the way.for his successors to claim com- 
plete suzerainty over it later. Accordingly, Kamran Mirza, son 
of Emperor Babur, accompanied by Mohram Bag and Shaikh 
Ali Bag invaded Kashmir in 1531 A.D. Owing to the absence 
of strong government in Kashmir, his army had no difficulty 
in entering the valley via Naushéhra and creating havoc among 
the inhabitants.!°* Jt is noteworthy, that: while the Kashiniri 
nobles at this time were displaying a tendency to cut each others 
throat, they did not exhibit any want of patriotic fcelings. And | 
despite their personal feuds, they were able. to rally. round a 
common leader Kaji Chak, to | defend.  Kashmir.195 


. Consequently both the Chaks and the Magres encountered the 
“Mughals at Athwajan!$ and compelled them to sue for peace. 


The peace treaty was negotiated between Muharam Bag and 
Kaji Chak and consequently the Mughal forces returned with 


l presents for Kamran Mirza.107 


After the withdrawal of the Mughals, the valley was 
redivided into five parts excluding the Khalisa land which . 
remained with Muhammad Shah and the jagir of Sayyid je 
Ibrahim. Abdal Magre continued as Wazir, and Kaji Chak. 
received Zainpur in jagir. Malik Ali Chadura, Regi Chak and 
Lohar Magre also received their due share.!09 . 


Trouble from Kashghar : 


i Kashmir had hardly recovered from the effects of the 
Mughal invasion, when it was subject to yet another attack only 
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after a year from the north-east by the Kashgheri forces. The 3 


Kashghari forces under Mirza Haider (Emperor Humeyun's 


. foster brother) and Sikandar Khan, son of Sayeed Khan, 3 


(ruler of Kashghar) entered Kashmir on first March 1533 A.D. 
The Kashmiris, both the Chaks and the Magres offered some 
resistance but were defeated by the invaders, Ultimately after 
a series of attacks and counter-attacks, the peace was concluded 


and Kashghar’s returned via Lar, after exchanging gifts. Kaji 4 


Chak again retired to his jagir and Abda! Magre went to the 
Pargana Bankil.!° 

The departure of the Kashgharis was followed by another 
hoodoo upon the Kashmiris, Famine stalked the land and the 
people suffered starvation from the natural ealamity/!? No 
soener did they get rid of this calamity than Sultan Muhammad 
Shah died in the middle of 1537 A.D. after ruling intermittently 
for about fifty-one years.!!! He was sueceeded by his second son 
Shams-udeDin, but he lacked administrative ability and was 


soon replaced by his brother, Ismail Shah, the sonkindaw of 3 


Kaji Chak.!? Peace did not reigned in the country for long 
and after these developments, civil war flared up again. 
Disorder was intensified, when some Magre nobles won over 
many of the Chak nobles and attempted to grab the throne, Keji 
Chak skillfully attempted to win these disaffected nobles who 
were changing their colour like chameleon. When he found that 
the treacherous nobles again joined Abdal Magre and came in an 
open clash at Zalidgarh, Kaji Chak, without any confrontation 
with the rebels, took his way to the Punjab.!!? 

From outside Kaji Chak watched the polities of Kashmir 


_and was eagerly waiting for some opportune time to strike. 


The time actually eame when in the spring of 1538 A.D., Regi 


Chak, the religious as well as political rival of Kaji Chak left 


Kashmir to receive in marriage, the daughter of Jammu 
Raja.'4 During his absence Kaji Chak marched om Kashmir 
with a small force and stationed himself at Gasy. From 
there he made an attack on Magres. While the siege was going 
on, Regi Chak also returned from Jammu and joined the 
Magres. Despite his efforts to suppress Kaji Chak, he suffered 
a defeat from Kaji Chak. The Magres fled to the Punjab, while 
Regi Chak went in to hiding. 1! cC 


+ 
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Kaji Chak Wazir upder Sultan Jamail Shab 
After defeating the Magres, Kaji Chak beoame the Wazir of 


^ giten Ismail Shah in 1538 A.D. but he was in fast the de facto 


+. This time Kaji Chak remained in power for the three 
Aus pa far as the distracted state of Kashmis admitted, hẹ 
turned his attention ta ever all developments in general ang 
administratian af justice im particular. At the same time, in 
order to free himself from the fregh disturbance, he had a 
number of his rivals thrown into prison and several among them 

, killeg. t? | l 
The shiite Jeanings of ihe Chaks if seems. stood aga 
disadvantage in their efferts towards political considerations. 
It was often natural for their rivals, who were Sunni, to explet 
the religious factar te create opposition against them. Thus in 
the name of religion, both Chaks and Magres never hesitated 
to join political power. This state of pespetual eanflicts had 
turned Kashmir into a disturbed area. During the later period 
of his reign, Kaji Chak, made a conscious effort to impose the 
Ghia doctrine an both the Sungi-Muslims and Brahmins and 
had a haok FigaheicAfwal i written by Shams-ud-Din Iraqi, 
circulated for the benefit of the newly conversed Kashmiris.’ 
After ruling for one and a half year Sultan Ismail Shah? died 
and was suscseded by his sen Ibrahim Shah. Kaji Chak 


continued to oerupy the post ef Wigarat.'?? 


Mirza Haidar and Kashmir 


Regi Chak who was the open rival ef Kaji Chak bath an 
political and on religious grounds turned against the latter when 
he started imposing Shi-ite faith urop the people. Consequently, 
he left the ity and joined the Magres who were stationed ant: 
side Kashmir. Thus jointly the. Magres and Regio Chak 
solicited the help of Mirza Haider through the mediation af. 
Khwaja Haji, who was acting as their agent with the Mughals.l?? 
They wrote many letters to Mirza Haidar who at this time had 
joined the service under Emperor Humayun, and assured him ef 
their loyalty and faithfulness. It is noteworthy that the Mughals 


were in a critical position at this juncture, Emperor. Humayun 
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was being hotly pursued by Sher Shah. Suri after inflicting a 
severe defeat on him. Thus, Emperor Humayun, his brother 
Kamran Mirza, and Mirza Haidar a foster-brother and a faithful 
adherent of Humayun, were discussing at Lahore, to. decide 
upon the future course of action. It was at this time that 
Mirza Haidar was. "being called upon by the disaffected 
Kashmiris to march on Kashmir. Mirza-Haidar, who was well 
acquainted with the politics of Kashmir, pressed upon Humayun 
and Kamran to accept the proposal of an attack on Kashmir. But 
Kamran Mirza had to move to Delhi owing to Hindals rebellion 
there, and Mirza Haidar by great exertion contrived to raise an 
army which was despatched to Kashmir from Agra under Baba 
Chuchak,!23 one of Kamran’s superior officers. Baba Chuchak 
still dilly-dallied in making immediate arrangements, for he 
wanted to spare his troops at this juncture, and for such an 
undertaking appeared strange to him. On the other hand, a 
plausible explanation for Mirza Haidar's keen interest in 
Kashmir affairs may be that he wished to secure -Kashmir for 
the Mughals in anticipation of the approaching collapse of the 
Mughal Empire in Hindustan. However, Baba Chuchak 
abandoned the idea of proceeding to Kashmir when the news 
of the disaster of. causa ferry cámé like a blue from the bolt.124 
The Kashmiri nobles remained continuously at Naushehra 
awaiting Mirza Haidar's reply. Mirza Haidar convinced 
Emperor Humayun at Lahore of the advantage of the conquest 
of Kashmir, and taking his ‘consent, marched on Kashmir. 
He was joined by Regi Chak and Abdal Magre at Naushehra. 126 
From Naushehra, on 22nd November, 1540 Mirza Haidar 
marched on Kashmir through the unguarded passes, evading 
. the troops drawn up to oppose him by Kaji Chak. Thus 


Mirza Haidar made his way secretly to Srinagar by- following : 


unfrequented. routes and captured the capital of ‘Kashmir. Kaji 
Chak's resistance ended in a fiasco. He left for Hindustan to 
seek help from Sher-Shah Suri, the ruler of Delhi at that 
time, 126 : : ware NEL Ged dal, RN AEE va 
Mirza Haidar and the Chaks 


With the arrival of Mirza Haidar in Kashmir a new era - 


Rise of the Chaks = a 


. dawned. Taking advantage of the domestic squabbles, he in 
the beginning earnestly favoured the Kashmiris but later on 


;plving the dissensions, already existing on the Soil of 
anaes tactfully wielded the royal sceptre and did away 
with the nominal suzerainty. For the first. time, thus, coins 
were struck openly in the name of the Mughal Emperor, 
Humayun, wbich strengthened the Mughal claim over Kashmir 
7 pi oh as Mirza Haidar achieved success over Kashmir, he 
divided it into three parts : one part he reserved for himself, 
the second was received by Regi Chak, and the third was given 
to Abdal Magre, who simultaneously was elevated to. the 
position of Wazarat.!27. At the same time, the traditional set 
up was continued and Nazuk Shah? was recognized . the 
nominal king of Kashmir. Early inthe spring on the day of 
Nauroz, Abdal Magre, who planned. the whole _ scheme of 
inviting Mirza Haidar died of paralysis!” and his jagir e 
with the post were bestowed upon his son, Husain Magre. 

Kaji'Chak who had gone to Delhi was honourably welcomed 
by Sher Shah Suri who was impressed. by the soars of wounds 
which Kaji Chak had. received in various . battlefields. For his 
bravery Sher Shah Suri conferred upon him the title of Khan-i- 
^ Khanan and prayed for his good future.! He was also allowed 


: ' totake forces to his satisfaction. Thus, with the "Afghan 


auxiliaries under the veterans, Husain Sherwani and Adil Khan, 
Kaji Chak marched on Kashmir via Hirapur.32 Mirza porn 
“receiving this news, left his family in the fort of Andaikiil 
and with Regi Chak advanced to meet the invader. For 
complete three months the two parties engaged themselves in 
skirmishes, facing jointly natural troubles in the form of floods 
and heavy rains. But after a desperate battle, Mirza Haidar | 
successfully outwitted the Afghan force.36 Kaji Chak found 
safety in flight and Sayyid Ibrahim Khan and Daulat Chak left 
Kashmir via Hirapur.97 After this victory, Regi Chak again 
settled in his jagir at Kamraj.? His position soared up, but 
it was only a tentative rise in his career. Mirza Haidar Was I 
far-sighted statesman. He had come to Kashmir with, full 
determination to establish himself on its soil." He was already. 
free from one of his strong rival i.e. Abdal Magre. He also 















broke the Yack of Káfi Chak. He had now oniy to tacki 
Regi Chak, HE tactfilly infüriàté biin Gn a religious issue at 
Zalidgarhi? and WEF cajGléd Bit by posing his Well wisher. 
Side By side, hé Won thé Favour OF Malik Abdi Ráisa abd 
Hisa Magte and this easily isolated Régi Chak froin theif 
fütüdship. SeéfHg ail fouhd dewWttion ahd Mirza’s oditi; 
Resi Chak eliided Mitza Haidar ana joined his did swom 
soe Kaji Chak, who at this time was in Rajauri iti 1543 
i - E 


Death of Kaji Chak aud Repi Chak 


A strange combitatión of thé two éligiows Hivals, who by 


this tinie Weré at dapect’s drawh aid had credtéd so mhuch con: ` 


fusior in Kashitir, that Kdshmir hád tuted a pawi on the 
chess of thé Mughal politits; Fofgeitihg their öld enmity, 
tlie two fugitive Chak tidblés jotted togéthér apaüst Mirza 
Haidar. Ih the spring of thé néxt y&ar both the Chak leaders 
entéred Kashmir ahd encámped ih the deflles of Gauri Marg!4! 
(Gulifiarg) witte they Were aise joined by Bairai Chak, son. of 
kebi Chak. Bitte both of theth Were advaiteed ih age and 


had becdthe tired owitiy to vohtihitods- warfare, they Were soon — 1 


dislodged afd débouched by Mitta Hattar. Ail the three ded 
from Kashmit. At Thana ofa Friday in september 1544 
A.D. Kaji Chak dled of agwe and Paver. Regt Chak once 
again made 4 final attempt but was defeated and Killed in 1546, 
along With his $ót^Bairàm Chak, by Mirza Haidar's forees. 
His head Was Sepatatéd from his Body and presented to Mitza 
Haidar. | 


Mirza’s Religious Intolerante 


With the death of Kaji Chak, the Chaks once again suffered - 
à severe setback. At the saifie time they hud to fave the atra- 
cities of. Mirzà Haidar. His eleven year rüle (1340-1531 AD) 
dawned with many hood6os on thet. As à political expedi- 
noy, Mirza Haidar had at first be&n liberal to the Shias, who 
Wére ióstly Chaks, But With thë passage of time te changed. 
his attitude towards the Shia community and decided ta exret- 
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amate them from the soil of Kashmir. He treated them ruth» 
Me pe them. In showitig forth his religious zal 
he went to such an extent that he did not spare the tomb of 
Shams-ud-Din Iraqi, their religious preceptor which was demo- 
fished and desecrated by his order. His surviving són Danial 
was caught and his head Chopéd off along with those of his 
attendants. Every one of the Shi-ite faith was pit to death." 
And atime came when the Mirza himself boldly declared, 
Thanks God at present time, nd óne in Kashmir dares openly 
to profess this faith but all deny it and give themselves out as 
good Sufnis."i45 The Chak community became a target of the 
Mitza’s bigoted policy and suffered considerably both politically 
amd religiously. Daulat Chak and Ghazi Chik who were at 
this time the leading personalities ataong the Chaks turhed 


deadly against the Mitza. 


Downfall of Mirza Haidar 


1h 1551 A.D. Mirza Haidar took the fort of Danial as à 
precautionary measure against the growing discontentment 
athong the Chaks.14 Adam Khan Gakkar endeavoured a 
teponciliation between Daulat Chak and Mirza Haidar. Con- 
sequently Daulat Chak was invited in the tent for a compro- 
mise. But Daulat Chak was offended at the cold reception he 
get with there. He left the camp and took away the. elephant 
. ‘Which he had brought to present to Mitza Haidar. à The cout- 
gets wished to pursue hith but were stopped by Mirza Haidar. 
Now the Chaks turned scornfully against Mirza Haidar and 
decided to bring about bis fuin. Consequently, Daulat Chak 
anti Ghazi Chak rallied the Chaks together and started looking 
‘of ah opportune time, M? | 
= A ordi Azam Humayun, better known as Haibat 
‘Khan Niazi, who was being holly pursued by Islam Shah, ruler 
of Delhi, took refuge in the defiles of Kashmir,‘ and thence 
escaped to Rajauti, where the fugitive Chak leaders offered 
him therr leadership and pressed him to assist them in their 
campaign against Mirza Haidar. But as he perceived that the 
king was coming itt the reat and Mirza Haidat had alteady 
Blogked the toad to win Islam Shah’s favour, he téfused to 
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assist them in their campaign. The other reason for-his refusal - 3 


was that his Afghan attendants finding themselves lying 
‘between the devil and the deep sea, disobliged to go to Srinagar 
and incur the displeasure of Mirza Haidar. Thus, instead of 


coming to the rescue of the fugitive Chaks, he decided to win - 


the. goodwill of Mirza Haidar. Therefore, he despatched 
a Brahmin agent to Mirza Haidar and promised him his loyalty 
and friendship.159 Disgusted at his treacherous attitude, the 
Chaks deserted him. Some of them went over to Islam Shah, 
and others submitted before Mirza Haidar.!5 Although a 
: man of. magnanimous disposition, Mirza Haidar was a strong 
champion of orthodoxy. As stated earlier, Mirza began with a 
liberal policy for political reasons, but as he found his position 
- strengthened, he promptly changed his religious attitude alienat- 
ing all the Kashmiris. Moreover, by striking coins in the name 
of Emperor Humayun first and later in that of Islam Shah, 


Mirza placed himself on the edge of a Valcano which soon .. 4 


 irrupted. The leading political groups in Kashmir, the Chaks 
and the Magres, forgetting their past rivalry, joined hands 


together against their common foe Mirza Haidar under the 3 


. common: leadership of Husain Magre. Meanwhile, troubles 
broke out in the outer hills in 1551 A.D. ` Mirza sent Qara 
Bahadur at the head of an army, comprising both the Kash- 

- miris and the Mughals. The Kashmir troops planned to make 
an apprepriate use of the opportunity of punishing the Mughals, 
When, they reached near the fort of Mankot,!?? the Kashmiris 
deserted the Mughal soldiers and fell upon them, looted them, 
and killed many of them, while at the same time they impri- 

` soned Qara Bahadur. . After this success, Idi Raina who played 


a vital role in this enterprise, joined hands with Daulat Chak ` 


and Ghazi Chak and marched on Kashmir via Hirapura to 
Srinagar. 153 : rs - 
- The event was followed by a general uprising throughout 


Kashmir and everywhere the Mughals met the same fate. As . 


this distressing news poured in from all sides, Mirza Haidar in 
concert with. his followers came out to quell the rebellion led-by 
the Kashmiri veteran leaders Idi Raina, Daulat Chak, and Ghazi 
Chak, at Manar near Khampur.!54 . Mirza Haidar planned a 
„night attack on the fort where the rebel had stationed but lost 
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his life when an arrow struck him down while he was climbing . 
the wall of the fort (1551 A.D.).55 Next morning, the dead 
body of Mirza was discovered and the Chaks tried to mishandle 
it, but it was protected and safely carried away by Husain 
Magre.and Sayyid Muhammad Baihaqi and was buried beside 
the grave of Sultan Za in-ul-Abidin after five days. 156 


Rise of Daulat Chak 


With the exist of Mirza Haidar, power devolved upon the 
shoulders of Idi Raina, who had long been desirous of captur- 
ing it. Accordingly, Nazuk Shah was given the nominal king- 
ship by the nobles and Kashmir, as usual, was divided among 
the chief nobles. Daulat Chak got the pargana of Deosar, 
Ghazi Chak the pargana of Wahi, Yusuf Chak and Bahram 
Chak obtained the parganas in the district Kamraj.!5? ms 
It had become a common practice of the nobles to divide 
the valley among themselves, but they never stuck peacefully l 
for long to their jagirs. Rather they would immediately start 
acontest for supremacy for one reason or other. Similarly, 
this time too, the nobles were discontented at the unequal 
division of territories. Besides, the religious factor further 
intensified the discontent and complicated the internal political 
situation. Kashmir once again drifted to become an arena of 
fierce strife.53 The tribal groups, the Chaks, ‘the Magres and 
' the Rainas started. their political manipulations. The Chaks, 
in order to strengthen and consolidate their position joined 
under Daulat Chak. They made a spirited efforts to sink their 
differences through matrimonial alliances within their tribe and 
those of the Magres.5? The Sultan's Wazir, Idi Raina who 
was watching these developments with consternation decided to 
overthrow the Chak faction in 1532 A.D. But he was beguiled 
by his own followers who rallied to the suppor: of Daulat Chak 
and Ghazi Chak.1 Seeing no way of success he fled away 
from Srinagar but died an accidental death while on his way to 
Rawalpur.'é! The Chaks got the upper , hand in the kingdom 
‘and deposed Nazuk Shah and ‘ placed theit own nominee 
‘Tbrahirn Shah on the throne of Kashmir in 1552 A.D. Daulat 
Chak became his Wazir.!9? p : 


` 
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Dautat Chak aò Wazir 


The tise of Daulat Chak marks the beginning of thé 
Chaks aseendaBey if Kashmir. Like Kaji Chak, he too etet« 
éied all the administrative powers himself and the Sultan 
was reduced to thé. pdaitioh of a meré figure head on the 
throne. 

To begin with Daulat Chak treated thé men of his rival 
faction with kindness. Het set free Sayyid Ibrahim and 
Hussain Magré; who Were ithprisoted -fot joining theit hands 
with Idi Raina. '6 H 

Unükely Kaji Chak, Daulat Chak was singularly free from 
religious prejudices. The author of Baharistan-i-Shahi writing 
about his views, states that ‘Daulat Chak lifted ban of all reli 
pons Sects and issued an order that all are free to profess any 
religion and fio oné would iiclest another in matter of reli- 
gion.” After this genetal proclatiiation of religious toleration 
45 à state policy, Datilat Chak turfed his attention to the ser 
vive of Shida. The first work which he did iñ this connection 
Was, hat he Drought the bier of Shalkti Daniyal, soñ of Shams» 
ud-Din Iraqi, to the city of Srinagar and constructed a beautiful 
maausoleum óver it He alsó bait an elegant hospice för 


Shasis-ud:-Diu Iraqi and endowed it with land for the thainte- - 


nance of his descendants and servants working ia it.'6 He albo 
wade Baba Haba ih charge of the trust for the maintenance of 
ihausolegrh of his father, whose dead body had beet lately 
Brought to Srinagar city. Further, he revived the religious ordets 


(Bitsilahs) of Sayyid AN Hemtadani aud Shamseud-Din fregiamd — 3 


subsequently ordered the fame of twelve Iinams'® te be 
Phdhuded ih the Friday serios." He imposed the poll tak on 
the Brahmins and considered it to be an essefitial religious duty 
fot a-Miustim ruleta on the whole, he did a lot of service to 


Shiite faith to which he belonged, without intentionally - 


hurting the sentiments of other religtous groups. 
Anvasion of Ladakh — 


Aa important event during the Wikarat of Daulat Chak was 
an expedition sent against the Ladakhis widet Brahim Chak 
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atid Haidar Chak, son.of Ghazi Chak. The reason was not the 


imperial expansion of the kingdom; it was iti the nature ofa 


punitive expedition. It also happeréd that sonic Ladakhis had 
driven away stéaltliily the Hoeks of sheep from the two pargátás . 
of Khawa and Barah, Which weit iti thé jagit of Habib Chak. 
Consequently, à military contingent fought in gattisons killing 
their commander and ócéupying a number of their forts. Thé 
{adakhis Were forced to sue for Peave aid submitted. Accord» 
mely, they sent thtee thousand Horses, five hundred piecés of 
patta (heavy winter cloth ifade of sleeps wool), one huhdted 
sheep and thirty yaks in token of peace. The Kashthitis ats 
tock away some Kastighari horses which they had captured 
during thë siege.!9 i 


Fall of Daulat Chak 


In the year 1554 A.D. hostility began between Daulat Chak 


and Ghazi Chak and several trifling skirmishes ‘took place 
between the two opposite groups for two months till peace was 
concluded at the intervention of a hüsbandman.!7? It was iñ 
the nature of a truce only for a struggle for power had beguü 
and Ghazi Chak had constant eye on the Wizarat.!7! . Unfortü- 
nately, the year 1554 marked the darkest period in the cateer 
of Daulat Chak, when a natural calamity fell upon the people 
and undermined his influence. The great earthquake which 
occurred in this year took a heavy tool of human life and 
property with the attendant suifering fot thé survivors.!7 

- Te was at this juncture, Daulat Chak committed a blunder 
which was enough to bring his downfall. He espoused Ghazi 
Chak’s mother, widow of Kaji Chak. The action was greatly 
resented by Ghazi Chak and his brother Husain Chak and both 
of them resolved to bring about his ruin./? Ghazi Chak had 
his opportunity when in October 1554 A.D. Daulat Chak had 
gone in a boat for shooting on Dal Lake. Ghazi Chak with a 
small contingent made a sudden attack on his troops at - 
Hussainabad and killed many of them, while some hada 


narrow escape.!4 Hearing this, Daulat Chak tried to escape 
but was pursued by Ghazi Chak, captured and thrown into - 
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prison. After two days, his eyes were gouged out by drawing 
the needle across them.U5 — — TL 

Many stories of bravery and valour are associated. with 
Daulat Chak. Though, powerful, strong and descendant of a 


martial tribe, yet many events of his bravery have been highly 


exaggerated by the Persian chroniclers.!76 It is true that besides 
a good soldier and a fine shot, Daulat Chak was. fairly tolerant 
and free from religious prejudice but he lacked the qualities of 
a far-sighted statesman. As an administrator, Daulat Chak 
does not impress, rather he even failed to console people when 
they were overtaken by natural calamity. However, his 
greatest achievement was that he had the position of the Chak 
recognised as a potential factor in Kashmir politics though the 
ground for which was already prepared by Kaji Chak earlier. 


End of Shahmiri Dynasty 


With the fall of Daulat Chak, Ghazi Chak came to occupy 
the chair of Wizarat. At this time, Ismail Shah was in posses- 
sion of the nominal royal authority as the Sultan. But he 
soon died, and Ghazi Chak raised his own nephew Habib on 


the throne in 1554 A.D. (962 A.H.).!77. Ghazi Chak had © 


alréady carved out a significant position among the nobles. 
Under Sultan Habib,!”8 he entirely undermined the influence of 


. other leading tribes, viz. the Magres and the Rainas. And a 


time came when he realized that there would be no murmur, ‘if 
he grabbed the royal power. So he dramatize the transfer of 


‘royal authority in an open darbar. S 


^ In 1554 A.D.!? his brother Ali Chak, boldly took off the 
crown from the head of Sultan Habib and placed it on the head 
of Ghazi Chak with the announcement that Habib Shah was 
incompetent and ill-mannered. The courtiers hailed Ghazi 
Chak as their king. Surprisingly enough, no one came forward 
to grumble over the passing of the throne and the crown from 
one dynasty to another. In fact, all welcomed this peaceful 
palace revolution. : 
Of the Shahmiris rule in Kashmir, there was, with a few 
exceptions the usual succession of weak rulers and constant 
struggle between the royal factions and the territorial magnates. 
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Its rulers had turned effete, lacking essential qualities of initia- 
tive and capacity for administration. It was only out of 
cupidity or in difference of the Chaks that they were allowed to 
stick to the king's chair and play the. role of supernumerary 
kings under the Chaks: domination. Otherwise, as a matter of 
fact, they should have since long been dispelled to make room 
for kings of vigour and virility. . To sum up the account of the 
rise of the Chaks in Kashmir, it is sufficient to say that they 
staggered, struggled, and passed through many vicissitudes till 
they came to occupy the throne and founded their dynasty. - 
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and for this they have been called the descendants of a big giant by 
the later historians. ` : BE 
According to Firishta (p. 649), Sultan Shahmir (1339-42 A.D.), 
recruited the Chaks in his army. This is wrong, as we do not have 
any such information in the local contemporary sources. - Further, 
the Chaks by the time of Shahmir's accession were. yet turbulent 
and ferocious and considered outsidérs. To trust in their loyalty 

. was out of thé ‘question for the Sultan (B.S., f. 52b). Following 
. Firishía, Nizam-ud-Din (Tabagat., III, 426, M.S.), also writes the 
‘induction of Chaks into the nobility by Shahmir. 
.Srivara, P. 103... | eec i : 
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writes that the rising was organised. only against carvee system. 
The system has not been imposed on the Chaks. It was only their. - 
apprehension that they may be put on the forced labour in case of 
Sultan taking his residence in their vicinity. . — D : 
B.S., f. 53a. > Vig MP EC : 
This was the name for Kishanganga valley from below Shardi as far 
as Karna (Stéin, II, p. 288). — T UP CES 
B.S., f. 53a, Hasan p. 1757 
BS f. 53a 5 5. v. l A . 
Tbid., Srivàra, p. 102. Hasan writes Hareb, which is also near 
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.Sirivara; p. 102. 0 : 


Kwatin, in Karna (p. 175). ` 


* Dr. Parmu wrongly writes that'Chaks were settled at Tragam and 


Kopwara by the Sultan, Zain-ul-Abidin, after crushing their 


‘marauding habits. In course of- time the two branches became 


known as Kapwari and Tragami Chaks (p. 248). m 
BS. f 53a ^ 7 0c up Mikes SS ees 
B.S., f. 53n., see also Hasan, p. 175. 
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B.S., f. 68b; H. M; É 104a. Ramalana is not traceable anywhere. 


- Móhibbül Hasan takes it to be a village near Srinagar (p. IH). 
52. 


The author of B.S., p. 69 gives a detailed account of this battle in 
verses. Pm : To xia, E WAP Siu. 
H, M., f. 105a; Suka, p. 347." 
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B.S., f£. 71a; H.M., ff. 106a; Newall (J.A.S.B. XXIII, 1854), 
. 417. 
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B.S., f. 75 b; HM., f. 107a. : . 

For details of Shams Iraqi and his teachings see p. 296, infra; T.R., 


:p. 436; Tuhfat-ul-Abbab, p. 899. According to Birbal, Kaji Chak 


was highly honoured by Shams Iraqi who prayed for his better 
future and put his own cap on his head, forecasting about his royal 
future (ff. 70a-b). 
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by a soldier while fleeing from Srinagar (f. 80b). ; 
B.S., f. 82b. Itis wrongly stated by Rodgers (J.A.S.B., LIV, 1855, 
p. II) that Kaji Chak was killed by Ibrahim Magre. 

B.S., f. 82b. 

B.S., f. 86a. Haidar Malik writes that Kaji Chak was related to 
the mother of Habib (f. 110a). 

H.M., f. 110a; B.S., f. 86a. 

B.S., f. 86a; Newall (J. A.S.B., 1854) p. 418. f 

B.S., f. 86a; H.M., f. 110a. . Suka mentions that the estate of 


Siddha country was given to Shankar Raina, Kaji Chak was given 
the authority over the arsenal and Jahangir Padre was made the 
Wazir (p. 347). 

Suka, p. 347; B.S., f. 86a; H.M., f. 110a, 

B.S , f. 86a; H.M., f. 110a. P 











lig Eins 








34 


76. 


77. 


78. 
79. 


80. 


: dynasty. (1502-1736), at Kashmir, the Nurbakshiyas also declared: 


81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. ; 
87. 


88. . 


89. . 


90. : 
91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
97. 


98. 
99. 
100. 


101. 


- Muslim Rule in Kash 


Danaot,. a village lies in the N.E. of Raiauri, Stein Map (J.A.S.B;; 
1, 1889). i | 
The village Harshin is about sixteen Km. S.W. of Shupian. 

B.S., f. 87a; Hasan, p..117. . 

H.M., f. Illa; B.S., f. 87a. vix 

Asin Persia, the Nurbakshiya faith took increasingly the characte 
of Shi-ite movement under Shah Ismail, the founder of Safavid 


` 108. 










109. 


. 110. 
111. 


themseives as Shias with the passage of the time (Mohibbul Hasan 112. 


Appendix-A). 

Firishta, p. 487. . : 

B.S., f. 87b; H:M., f. itla; Suka, p. 352. 
Tabagat., UI, p. 893; B.S., f. 88b. 

B.S., f. 88b; Tabagar., UT, p. 693. 

B.S., f. 90a. - NAE . 

B.S., f, 90a; H.M., f. 112a... 

B.S., f. 90b; H.M., f. 112a. 

B.S., f. 90b; H.M., £ 112a; Suka, p. 352. 


113. 
114. 


B.S:, f. 90b; H.M., f. 112a, Nizam-ud-Din (Tabagat., il, p. 694), FARA 
: wrongly writes that masud Chak was made-pri:oner in this 116. 

battle. a 

B.S., f. 91a. 

Ibid. 

Suka, p- 357. UT. 

B.S., £.:93b; H.M., f. 113a; Tabaqat., III, p.. 694. 118. 

B.S., f. 93b; Firishta, p. 490. + . 

H.M., f. 113a; Suka, p. 361. ! 

Suka, p. 361, H.M., f. 111a. 

B.S., f. 92b; Tabagat., Ul, p. 695. About three and half Km. S.W. 4 

of Sar is vilage Ladu. . It has hot been marked on the survey map : 

of Stein, II; p. 459. 

B.S , f. 92b. - 

Firishta, p. 491., Tabagat., YII, p. 697. 3 119. 

Pargana. Bankil or Bangal is closely adjacent to Pattan situated - 3 : : 120. 
. onthe shore of the Pambasar marsh cire, 749-37 Jong. E : 

34°-10’ Lat. (Stein., IT, p. 481). ea S ; | 

The author of the Baharistan-i-Shahi, has given a detailed history 4 121, 

of this battle (ff, 194a-b). _ D. EE 122, 

B.S., f. 95b; Suka, p.367. The division is mentioned with 123. 


102. 


(403. 


104. 
105. 
106. 


107. 







little variation in Tabagat., III, p. 699. 

Suka, p. 367., Tabaqat., "HIE, p. 699; Firishta, p. 493, 
B.S. f. 96; H.M., f. 166a. 

B.S., f. 96a., H.M., f. 166b. - 
.Athwajan is mentioned -by Stein (II, p. 406) as Atavath or Atwat, 
a small village near Vijji Marg. : E: 
B.S., f. 97a; Suka, f. 371. Haidar Malik (f. 166a) writes that Turks - 3 
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were defeated and returned without concluding peace. See also ` 
Firishta, p. 493., Newall, p. 421. 

B.S., f. 97b., Suka (p. 374) writes that Kaji Chak was not given 
any share and he fled out of the country. 

For the details Kashgharis invasion see T.R., p. 417; BS., f. 102a; 
H.M., f. 116a; Suka P. 372. S 

B.S., f. 102b; H.M., ff. 118a-b; A.N», IH, p. 404. 

B.S., f. 102; H.M., ff. 118a-b; Suka, p- 375. l 
B.S., f. 103a; Hasan. p. 216. Haidar Malik does not mentions 
the name of any king during these quick succession of various 
potentates till the rise of the Chaks (ff. 118a-b). The áccount given 
by Firishta and in Tabagat is also very confusing and - lack 
chronological order. : 


B.S., f. 103b; H.M., f. 118b. ; , 
B.S., f£. 103b. Haidar Malik differs here wiih other chronicles 


and write that Regi Chak went to bring force from the Raja of 
Jammu (f. 118b). . ? 

Gasu is situated in the centre of Uttar near the confluence of the 
Kamil river and the stream coming from Lolan (Stein, M, p. 485). 
The author of Baharistan-i-Shahi, (pp. 104-105) gives a detailed 
account of the battle. Haidar Malik (ff.  119a-b), wrongly 
writes that Kaji Chak joined-hands with Regi Chak in order to 
overthrow the Magres. : 


B.S., f. 107a. 
Fikh-i-Ahwal, was a treatise on law in Arabic written by the 


_ founder of Nurbakshiya faith, Muhammad-b-Abdullab (7.R., pp. 


434 sqq). . At Kashmir Shams-ud-Diu Iraqi wrote Fiqqh-i-Ahwal 


` for those Kashmiris who accepted Nurbakshiya faith. According to 


Mirza Haidar, Figh-i-Ahwal, does not conform to the teachings of 
any of the sects whether Sunni-or Shia. He introduced many 
impious practices and infidels beliefs and gave the heretical sect 
the name of Nurbakshiya (7: R., P. 435). 

T. R., p. 435. . d 

H.M., (f. 119b) writes Ismail Shah son-in-law of Kaji Chak. The 
author of Baharistan-i-Shahi says Ibrahim Shah son-in-law of Kaji 
Chak (f. 107). : 

H.M., f. 119b. 

Ibid., T.R., p. 482. - LES sos 

T.R, P. 482. Abul Fazl (A.N., H, p. 359) call him Jujak. 
Mirza Haidar does not accept Baba Chuchak as a superior officer 
of Kamran, rather, he calis hima weak-minded and incapable 
general. Baba Chuchak was a prominent officer’ of Kamran. In 
1543, he was sent to Shah Hussain Gurghan for asking the hand 
of Shah’s daughter on Kamran's behalf. (Tarikh-i-Masumi, p. 
181). During the struggle between Kamran and Humayun that 
followed, the latter returned. from Persia to Afghanistan. Baba 











36 


.124. 
125. 


126. 


127. 
128. 


= 132. 


133. 


134. 


135. 
136. 
137. 


138. 


139, 


140. 


141: - 
. Firishta, p. 409, Tabaqat., YII, p. 409. 


142. 
143. 


144. 
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Chuchak was one of the most consistent supporters of K amran, 


(ef. Bayazid, Tazkira-Humayun-w-Akkbar, Bib., Ind. 133; A.N, . 
2/277-325) See Medieval Indian Quarterly, iv, 1961, pp. 60-61, 4 


nd. . 

T.R., p. 482; A.N., I, p. 360. 

AN., I, p. 360; B.S., f. 107a; T.R., p. 482, H.M., f. 120a; Suka 
p. 359, 

B.S., 107a; H.M., f. 120b; T.R., p. 485 i i 
AN., pp. 403; A.A., p. 503... : ; cid iE ss 
B.S., f. 107b; Hasan, p. 219; Sayyid Ali, p. 39, 

Abul Fazi (A.N., I, p.. 402-3, n-5.) writes that “at that time a 
person called Nazuk Sbah, having a name that Was no name, was 
reputed sovereign. Nazuk is also called Nadir by some historians, 
Abul Fazli puns on the word *"Nazuk" which. means slight 


-or slender and calls it an ism-i-bimusamma (ike the anties of 
. ulyses). . 


B.S., f. 107b; T.R., p. 485. M 
B.S., f. 108a; Sayyid Ali, p. 39; M. Tawarikh, p. 87. 


E Abul Fazl mentions in (A.N., p. 403) that Kaji Chak, in order to 
- win the favour of Sher Shah Suri presented him the sister of 


Sultan Ismail, the son of Muhammad Shah. Maulvi Hasan says 


- -that Kaji Chak offered to Sher Shah the daughter of his sister, 


who was the legitimate daughter of Muhammad Shah (p. 219), 
B.S., f. 108b. “‘Hirapura, the ancient Surapur is often referred 


- to as the entrance station for those reaching Kashmir from 


Rajauri.. Its site can be still traced at.the placé known as illahi- 
Darwaza (the gate of God at a short distance above the Village). 


. This was also a watch-station or Drang.” 
T.R., p: 485; B,S., f. 108b. ‘The fort of Andarkul has been © 


mentioned as Inderkot by Abul Faz] (A.N., I, p. 403). 

T.R., p. 485; Tabagat., It, 709, 

B.S, f. 108b; T.R., p.485. 

T.R., p. 486; A.N., I, p. 403; Tabagat., II, p. 709. 

B.S., f. 1093; H.M., f. 121a; Sayyid Ali, p. 39. ` 

B.S., f. 109a; Hasan, p. 209. g 

The author of the Baharistan-i-Shahi gives the detailed account of 
religious discussions, which ensued between Mirza Haidar and 
Regi Chak at Zalidgarh (ff. 109 a-b). i : 


. B.S., ff. 109a-b; Hasan, p. 209, 


B.S., f. 111a. 


H.M., f. 121b; Newall (Q.A.S.B.,- 1854) p. 422; B.S., £ Ula Dr: 
Parmu (p. 256) wrongly write 1546, the date of Kaji Chaks death 
Tabaqat., W, p. 710; Newall (J.A.S.B. 1854) p. 423. Nizam-ud-Din 
wrongly states that Ghazi Chak, son of Kaji Chak was killed. 
(Tabaqat., UT, 710). Possibly he confuses Ghazi with Bairam, 
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145. 


146. 


147. 


148. 
149. 


. 150, 


151. 
152. 


153. 
134. 


Regi's son. The Persian chroniclers of Kashmir. do not refer to 
Regi.Chak’s death. 

B.S., ff. 112a-b; H.M., pp. 122-23; Azam; p. 131; M. Tawarikh, 
p.81. ^* : 

T.R., p. 436. ; 
Danial or the ancient fort Danagal on the lower Vitasta (Jehlum) 
R.T., (3, 180n, V. 397). 

T.R., p. 436; Tabagat., III, p. 712. 

Firishta, p. 501; Elliot. and Dowson (Tarikh-i-Daudi; p. 496) writes 
that Haibat Khan was one of thetrusted chiefs of Sher Shah and 
the governor of the Punjab and Multan in his time. 

Elliot and Dowson, p. 496;  Firishta, p. 502; Tabagat., 
IH, p. 713; B.S., ff. 117. Hasan (p. 227) mentions the same 
event after the death of Mirza Haidar. It is mentioned in Tarikh- 
i-Daudi that the Chaks who submitted before Mirza Haidar told 
him that Azam Humayun was coming with a body of Afghans for 
the purpose of seizing Kashmir and had reached the Pargana of 
Banihal. Idi Raina, ordered to attack the Niazis with a force of 
Kashmiris. Both sides prepared for action and a fierce contest 
took place. Bibi Rafia, the wife of Azam Humayun fought like a 
man and smote Lali Chak, with her sword. The Kashmiris 
were very numerous and were victorious over the discomfited 
Afgbaus. Azam Humayun, Said Khan and Bibi Rafia were killed 
in this battle and Mirza Haidar sent the heads of the Afghans 
through the hands of Yaqub Mir to -Islam Shah who was in the 
village of Bab, neat Chínab, and w o well pleased at the 
termination of the Niazi rebellion marched back howewards. But 
Firishta (p. 502) and Nizam-ud-Din (Tabagat., HI, p. 714) do not 
mention theevent. "They agreed upon that after Haibat Khan 
(Azam Humayun) made for peace with Mirza Haidar he returned 
to the village Bir, which is a dependency of the territory of Jammu. 
The account here giverrin the: Tarikh-i-Daudi is incorrect because 
swift movement from Rajauri to Banihal, which is very far away 
and full of steep routes, is impossible and Ghazi Chak, who was 
sorely against Haidar, had never submitted before Mirza Haidar 
and induced him against Mirza Humayun, as mentioned in 
Tarikh-i-Daudi. i 
Tarikh-i-Daudi, p. 497; Firishta, 502; Tabagat., YII, p. 714. 

A village and fort in Poorch on the right bank of Mandel stream 
in Lat. 33938", Long. 749-6’. ` : 

B.S., f. 114a-115a; H.M., ff. 123a-124a. s 

Khampur is situated 16 Km. south of Srinagar on the high road . 
leading to Pir PanjalPass. Stein writes that Kanikapura of the 
Persian chronicler is  Kansipor near- Baramulla, General 


' Cunninghams identification of Kanikapura with Kampor, on. the 


road from Srinagar.to Suipyan, is untenable. ‘The place s really 
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called "Khampor". (Stein, p. 482. n. 42). 
ek is odd Eg opinion among historians about the death 
o irza Haidar. But all agree è died i i i 
Kashmiris who had risen leen So ano OENE NAME 
H.M., f. 124a; A.N., II, p. 406; Hasan, p. 266. 
Firishta, p. 503; Tabaqat., III, p. 709. 
Tabaqat., UH, p. 709. 
. Ibid., Rodgers (J. A.S.B. 1885), p. 122. 
B.S., f. 118b; H.M., p. 228; Newall (J. A.S.B. 1854) p. 424 
pn f. 126b; Rodgers (J.A S.B. 1885) p. 123; Tabagat., HI. 
p. e í i 
B.S., f. 119a; Tabaqat., p. 723. 
B.S., f. 121a. 
Ibid. 
B.S., pp. 121-22. - 
The leading or "Orthodox" sect of the Shias received twelve 
imamyahs as the rightful Khalifas. They are the descendants of 
Ali. For details see Dictionary of Islam, pp. 572-584. l 
B.S., pp. 121, 122. 
Suka (p. 382) blamed Daulat Chak for religious discrimination 
and cites an event of discrimination in Support of his verdict. He 
writes that “he imposed taxes on Brahmins and when a saint 
Abhimaniya entreated him to rescind the Orders and exempt 
Brahmins from tax (Suka here means Jaziya), he replied “listen 
attentively, O° great saint, to what I saw now bestow on you th 
village of Tulamula (the ancient Tirtha of Tulamula is in the mid $ 
-of wide water, logged tract of Sud Delta now the place is koaa 
as Tulamula, situated 707-48" long., 34°-13’ lat. see Stein, p. 488) 
a how 2 I, ii m a Melechha (Muslim) cease by your “one 
to levy tax from Brahmans.’’ All this indi 
d Pare Din | this indicates that Daulat Chak 
Tabagat., IT, p. 728. Firishta, p. 505-506: 
Mae bb P. 5-506; Rodgers (J. A.S.B. 1885), 
Firishta, p. 506; Tabagat., II, p. 723, 
H.M., pp: 126-127; Suka, p. 381. 
H.M., f. 127b. - y - 
Ibid. The author of  Baharistan-i-Sha 1 d 
marriage of Daülat Chak with the iene rue B 
eua e cM cause, which brought the Daulat Chak's ruin 
H.M., pp. 127-28.. 
B.S., f. 122b. According to Haidar Malik, Daulat Chak was 
caught by a shephered and presented to Ghazi Chak (pp. 127-128) 
B.S., f. 122b. - Haidar Malik relates many eventful stories of 
Daulat Chak's bravery, in exaggeration. He writes that at Nandi 
Marg, called Nadan- village today, he shout an arrow at a dis- 
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tance of one Km. Similarly, at Delhi before Sher Shah he caught 
an elephant from the tail and elephant could not move a single 
-step till bis tail was in Daulat Chak’s hands. About his gigantic, 
strength he narrates another miraculous event... He writes that at 
a construction site Daulat Chak stopped a wooden beam 
measuring two yards in width -and twenty-two (22). yards long, 
which was being carried up the roof of a house by 22 men, with 
the help of ropes, It so happened that the ropes suddenly 
collapsed and the beam came down from the top of the roof. There 
was a possibility of Daulat Chak coming under it, He with great 
confidence stopped it, by giving one arm under it and stationed 


beam upon his arm, till it was again lifted with the help of ropes. 
(H.M., f. 127-b), see also Azam p. 144; Narayan Kaul, ff, 89a-b. 

177. Ghazi Shah was related to Habib through his mother. 

178. B.S., f. 122-b; H.M. (f. 130-a) wrongly mentions this event to 
have occurred in 969 AH. instead of 962 A.H. (1554 A.D). 
Possibly the error has been committed in the transcription because 
after a few pages, it is again correctly given. 

179. B.S., f. 125b; H.M., f. 130b. There is difference of opinion obout 

the period of Sultan Habib's rule and the date of Ghazi Shah’s 

accession to the throne, Both contemporary Persian chroniclers 

Haidar Malik and the author of Baharistan-i-Shahi agree that Ghazi 

Shah ruled for nine years and Husain Shah. who succeeded. him, 

ascended the throne in 971 A.H. By substracting 9 years period of 

Ghazi Shah rule from 971 A.H. the actual date of Ghazi Shah's 

accession comes to 962 A.H., i.e.1554. A.D. Following this date, 

Suka, a contemporary of the Persian chronicler is also correct 

when he states "The King Habiba reigned for one month when 

Guja Khan (Ghazi Khan) out of cupidity usurped the throne 

(see p. 383). Among the latter sources, Azam, p.' 146; Hasan, p. 

233; Newall, p. 425; Wajiz-ul-Twarikh; p. 23; Majmul-Twarikh, 

p. 89; Nawadar-ul-AKbar; p. Th, Nigaristan; p. 179 and 

Guldasta, p. 127, support this date. Abul Fazl does nof mention 

in Akbar Nama (p. 189) the name of Habib Shah at all. Firishta 

(p. 499) and Nizam-ud-Din are the only two historians which 

differ from the above sources. According to these historians, 

Habib Shah ruled for five years and Ghazi Shah ascended the 

throne in 1561. A.D. Professor Mohibbul Hasan (p. 151) has 

wrongly followed these historians. The statements of these 
historians are wrong so far, no coin of Habib Shah has been found, 
and even Rodgers writes, *I have never seen the coin of any 
metal with Habib’s name, yet he reigned five years". The date 
which he fixes for Habib’s rule and Ghazi Shah's accession, is 
based on Firishta and Nizam-ud-Din account. As he himself 


other on the ground. He continued in this posture, holding the : 
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“In my text I am indebted to Firishta,"^ 
Rodgers (J.A.S.B., 1885). sk 


. Keeping the above discussion in view, itcan conveniently be i 
said that Ghazi Shah ascended the throne in 1554 A.D. after b- 


ousting Habib Shah, who had hardly passed a brief period of one 3 
or two months on the throne. 3 


Period of Consolidation | 


(1554-1578 A.D.) 


After a long and incessant struggle, the Chak dynasty was 
founded in Kashmir in 1554, by coup d'etate from within the 
country. For about 84 years, the country's affairs had been in 
a decadent state owing to civil wars among various political 
groups for the throne. The economy of the country had deterio- 


rated and administration was paralysed. People were restless 





and tired of civil strife and anarchy. Such was the state of 


affairs when the Chaks took over the reign of Kashmir and made 
the Shah Mirs quit the political stage after a long rule of about 
215 years. ` 

Gifted with indefatigable strength and indomitable will, tbe 
first three Chak potentates, Ghazi Shah, Husain Shah and Ali 
Shah, gave a firm footing to their dynasty by consolidating the 
gains of their triumph. Their rufe afforded a gleam of sunshine 
in Kashmir after a long period of turmoil. 


Ghazi Shah Chak (1554-63) 


The first man to wield the royal sceptre, among the Chaks, 
was Ghazi Chak, who ascended the throne of Kashmir under 
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the title of ‘Nasir-ud-Din Muhammad Ghazi Shah,.2 He was 
the posthumous son of Husain Chak, brother of Kaji Chak, a 
leading noble under the later Shahmiri rulers. Some scholars 
have doubted the paternity of Ghazi Shah and persisted m be- 
lieving him to be the son of Kaji Chak, which is not based on 
facts. In fact, Kaji Chak swayed either by infatuation or by 
political considerations, espoused the enceinte widow of his 
deceased brother, Husain Chak, against the Islamic Sunna, and 
it was only two months after the marriage that Ghazi Shah was 
born. The accidental association of Ghazi Shah with Kaji 
Chak was a boon for the former and gave him both political and 
social status in his clan. When Shankar Chak (the legitimate 
-son of Kaji Chak) attempted to question Ghazi Shah’s paternity, 
the latter’s predominance in the clan was so assured that the 


attempt failed despite the common knowledge of Ghazi’s real 
paternity.? 


Early Conquests 


During the reigns of weak rulers of the Shahmiri dynasty, 
many of the tributary states in the outer hills had broken away 
from the Sultanate. Ghazi Shah not only reconquered them but 
added many new territories to his kingdom. He annexed the small 
principalities of Buniar’, Vankil (near Pakhli) and Pakhli. Next 
he was able to subjugate the petty states of Ladakh, Askardo, 
Gilgit and Kishtwar and the Rajas of these states were forced to 
pay tribute regularly? He also laid a successful campaign 
against Kamal Khan, the ruler of the Gakkhar territory. Kamal 
Khan accepted the paramountcy of Ghazi Shah and gave out 
his daughter to him in marriage.í? It seems that the hill states 
of Poonch (ancient Parnotsa) and Rajauri (ancient Rajapuri) 
were not annexed but the local chiefs of these states acknowled- 
ged his suzerainty. The smaller hill state of Naushehra, situ- 
ated to the immediate south of Rajauri, was already incorpora- 
ted into the kingdom of Kashmir.! In order to ensure good 
and efficient administration of the newly annexed territories, 
Ghazi Shah appointed intelligent and experienced governors.!2 
Thus, the main territory over which Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin 
(1420-70) held his sway, was successfully recovered and retained 

. by Ghazi Shah, E 
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Suppression of Internal Rebellion 


E f recalcitrant elements led by Nusrat Chak, Yusuf 
nut Pies ot Regi Chak, and Ghazi Shah's own brother 
Shankar Chak, who. had earlier disturbed the inr aee 
Ghazi and his brother Daulat Chak,? now in the b eer. 
the spring of 1556, conspired to put Ghazi Shah and 2 brot 7 
Husain Chak to death. When Ghazi Shah came to know o 
this treacherous combination, he tactfully handled the conspira- 
tors. He called Yusuf Chak and Shankar Chak in his palace 
where he reprimanded them for ther insolent conduct and de- 
tained them for the night.'^ Hearing of this Nusrat Chak, who 
was outside the palace, got infuriated at the attitude of Ghazi 
Shah and early next morning, with a group of men, destroyed 
the city bridges and raised a banner of rebellion. Ghazi Shah 
at once proceeded against them. Crossing over the river with 
the help of some boats, he defeated the rebels and imprisoned 
Nusrat Chak. Yusuf Chak, who was already in his custody, 
was also thrown into prison while Shankar managed to escape 
to Sopore.'5 Thus again many surviving Chak rebels assembled 
under Shankar Chak and Bahram Chak at Sopore and again 
put up a show of resistance. Ghazi Shah at once marched 
against them and dispersed the rebels at Sopore. Bahram Chak 


' while escaping to Khuyahom?^ was captured and put to death.!? 


Tbrahin Chak, another rebel was executed while Shankar Chak 
escaped unhurt. Order was issued to put Yusuf Chak to eplie- 
psy, but he managed to escape to Hindustan. è After suppress- 
ing the rebellion, ‘Ghazi Shah’, writes the author of Baharistan- 
i-Shahi consolidated the kingdom of Kashmir, exercising comp» 
tete control with the help of his brothers, Husain Chak Gi Ali 
Chak. His fame travelled even beyond the mountains.! 


Invasion of Shah Abul Maali (1557) 


Abul Maali? had been a favourite noble of the Mughal 
Emperor, Humayun who had honoured him by calling him son, 
After the death of Humayun, he incurred the displeasure of 
Bairam Khan and that of Akbar, owing to his arrogance, and 
was imprisoned. But he managed to escape their wrath and 
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fled to Lahore. Joined by a Kashmiri fugitive, Yusuf Chak, he 


- fled to Gakkhar, but was imprisoned by Kamal Khan the ruler 


of this territory.21 By the contrivance of Yusuf Chak, once again 
he escaped with the chains round his ankles, on the shoulders 
ofthe former who brought him to Naushehra.?2 There, he 
was joined by a number of disgruntled Kashmiri nobles, namely, 
Fath Khan Chak, Hasubat, the nephew of Daulat Chak, Lohar 
Dangri, Mubammad Khan Magre, Shams-ul-Mulk and Daulat 
Chak, a blind man. All these nobles had fled from Kashmir to 
invoke the help of the Mughal Emperor Humayun against 
Ghazi Shah, but since he had died before they could approach 
him, they stationed at Naushehra.? When Yusuf Chak reached 
there with Abul Maali, they decided to use him against Ghazi 
Shah. Thus, in accordance with an agreement Abul Maali 
collected a force of 300 Mughals, while 800 Kashmiris rallied 
Yusuf Chak.* By the end of the year 1557, the joint forces 
marched on Kashmir through the Baramulla pass.2? Nizam- 
ud-Din states that Abul Maali enforced such a. strict discipline 
among his troops that no soldier dared to molest the inhabitants 
of Kashmir on any pretext.?* 

‘When the invading troops reached Baramulla, Muhammad 
Haidar and Fath Khan, the guardians of the passes (Nayaks) 
fled away and the invading forces of Abul Maali encamped at 
Patan.” When Ghazi Shah heard of this, he at once brought 
out from the prison Ibrahim Khan and Nusrat Chak for his 
help and marched to intercept the enemy along with his bro- 
thers, Husain Chak and Ali Chak,?® 

The two forces met at Hanjivara.?? After a terrible battle, 
which lasted for the whole day, the invaders were defeated. 
But before the battle came to an end, Malik Shams Raina, 
son of a Kashmiri noble Abdi Raina, seeing Abul Maali 


- falling into the hands of Ghazi, at once brought him out from 


the battle-field and despatched him away escorted by a 
contingent of the Mughal soldiers.® He himself continued to 
resist, in spite of severe injuries on his body, and then escaped. 
He was pursued and captured from a jungle and, although his 
daughter was married to Ghazi’s son, yet he was not spared 
and executed for his impertinent behaviour.” | 

There was a heavy loss of life in the battle, but Haidar 
Malik exaggerates when he says that 4,000 soldiers were killed 
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and 17000 imprisoned, * while we know Abul Maali having 
been assisted by 300 Mughals and 800 Kashmiris at 
Naushehra.?? i 

After his return to the capital, Ghazi Shah distributed gifts 
among his soldiers.** AN the prisoners were beheaded with 
- the exception of Hafiz Mirza Husani, who was an accomplished 
singer of Emperor Humayun and had memorized the whole 
Quran.?5 . All the Mughal heads were collected and raised into 
a minaret.9 Inthe meantime Ghazi Shah sent Nusrat Chak 


_on a goodwill mission to Akbar. Nusrat was received with 


honour by Bairam Khan when he came to know about the 
defeat of Abul Maali.?" 


Revolt of Muhammad Raina (1558) 


Muhammad Raina, brother of late Shams Raina, had 
turned against Ghazi after the execution of his brother? Thus, 
in order to initiate his brother’s revenge he entered into an 
alliance with many disaffected nobles in 1558 at Zalidgarh 
' (near Amira Kadal).? Ghazi Shah, at first, did not pay any 
heed to their activities, but when the rebels started gaining 
strength, Ghazi Shah with a force crossed over the river near 
Deeda Mari Mohalla, where the water was shallow, and 
attacked the rebels. A terrifying battle took place in which 
Malik Muhammad Raina and Ghazi Shah fought face to face. 
Muhammad Raina was poised for a well-deserved success when 
his forces deserted him at the eleventh hour. Still, he did not ` 
lose heart and continued to resist till he fell down fighting 
in the battlefield.4° The rebel: were dispersed and many of 
them fled to solicit the help of the Mughal Emperor Akbar.^! 


Invasion of Qara Bahadur (1559-60) 


A group of rebels, led by Haji Malik, Lohar Dangar, Yusuf 
Chak and Fath Chak, who had lately been driven out of 
Kashmir by Ghazi Shah for their strife and condition, persuaded 
Emperor Akbar to send a military contingent for their support. 
Akbar, who already had a keen desire to subjugate Kashmir, 
decided to avail of this opportunity.* He ordered Mirza Qara 
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Bahadur to launch an invasion against Kashmir.^. A large ` 


body of men was deputed to assist him in this campaign. As 
Qara Bahadur had been with Mirza Haidar Dughlat (1540-1551) 
in Kashmir earlier, he was well acquinted with the topo- 
graphy of the region and its complicated routes and passes. 
So, by rapid march he arrived in Rajauri in the summer season. 
All the disgruntled fugitives from Kashmir joined Qara Bahadur 
there. However, Lohar Chak and Fath Chak betrayed him 
and came to join Ghazi Shah. Nusrat Chak also sent a 
message of loyalty and ‘faithfulness to Ghazi Shah.(6 These 
desertions threw Qara Bahadur ina state of indecision and 


consequently he had to delay the campaign for a period of 
three months, waiting in the ravines, of Bhimbar, for re-inforce- ^ 


ments." The delay at Bhimbar was also due to anotber reason. 
The commanders of forces who assisted Qara Bahadur, were 
men of advance age and therefore lacked the necessary vitality 
to move swiftly through the difficult passes. 

Taking advantage of. the enemy’s delay, Ghazi Shah 
quickly barricaded the passes, fortified his position and 
came out of the capital fully prepared with his brothers and 
Ibrahim Chak. Ghazi Shah’s army included both cavalry and 


elephants. While descending via Hirapura (entrance station - 


for those reaching Kashmir from Rajauri) he guarded all the 
important passes including Bahrangala5? and Tosubub! and sent 
an advance force against the enemy. In order to arouse zeal 
among his forces, Ghazi Shah promised reward of one ashrafi 
(gold mohar) for each Mughal head.5? Thus, after heavy fighting, 
which lasted for full day, Qara Bahadur was defeated. He fled 
to the fort of Danoor near Rajauri, leaving the elephants with 
the Kashmiri forces. From Danoor, Qara Bahadur escaped via 
Naushehra to Agra.53 |: 

The battle ended with heavy losses in men and material. 
Commenting on the Mughal loss, Nizam-ud-Din observes that, 
«it was so serious that Mughals lost five hundred men and nine 
elephants."5* Haidar Malik, on the other hand, states that the 
Mughal lost 7,000 men in this battle.55 Haidar Malik’s estimate 
is on the higher side. Nizam-ud-Din’s figures seem to be 
correct. Among the Mughal forces, Kunchak Bahadur displayed 
conspicuous valour and received serious wounds. He was 
captured and imprisoned. Ghazi Shah. spared his life for his 
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courage and made him over toa physician but he could not 
survive.56 f 

. The reasons of the Mughal discomfiture in this battle were 
many. Firstly, as Abul Fazl observes, it was not solely the 
strength of the Kashmiris, that effected this, the beginning of . 
rains and the non-arrival of auxiliary were the principal causes 
of the defeat." Secondly, the selection of generals, who were 
lacking in courage and swiftness, for such an exhaustive 
campaign was unwise. Even Qara Bahadur, who was deputed 
by Emperor Akbar on account of his previous experience 
in Kashmir, lacked the essential qualities of a military 
commander. He failed to enforce strict discipline among his 
soldiers and secure the co-operation of the Kashmiri nobles, 
who were waiting for him at Rajauri.5® Thirdly, the delay of 
three months at Bhimbar gave a much needed opportunity to 
Ghazi Shah to fortify the routes and barricade the passes.5? 
Lastly, Qara Bahadur was no match to Ghazi Shah in valour, 
generalship and diplomacy. Ghazi Shah encouraged his soldiers 
by declaring a reward of one ashrafi (gold coin) for each 
Mughal head. A class of Dombas,® whose occupation was 
robbery, also fell upon the Mughals and chopped off their 
heads for the reward of one ashrafi.®! 

The defeat demoralised Emperor Akbar so much that for 
the next 27 years, despite his overwhelming interest in Kashmir, 
he dared not send any expedition. 

After this glorious victory, Ghazi Shah distributed the 
promised reward at the capital and constructed a bigger minaret 
of the heads of his enemy.9? Suka has paid glowing tributes to 
Ghazi Shah for this decisive victory which considerably raised 


` his prestige. 


Revolt of Nobles 


In the year 1560-61 again, some nobles revolted under the 
teadership of Fath Chak and Lohar Dangri. Ghazi Shah 
promptly despatched his brother Husain Chak in pursuit of 
them. The rebels getting this information dispersed, fleeing to 
various places. Meanwhile the winter season had set in and, 
as a result, many of the rebels perished in the snow, while some 


escaped to Kishtwar.& Husain Chak hunted them in their 


— 
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strongholds and the rebels seeing no way out made overture 
for peace with Husain Chak. The latter entreated forgiveness 
on their behalf before Ghazi Shah, who pardoned them and 
granted them jagirs.óó 


Expedition against Ladakh (1562) 


The ruler of Ladakh stopped paying tribute to Ghazi Shah. 
Therefore, in the year 1562, Ghazi Shah proceeded to Lar® 
and deputed from there his son prince Ahmed Khan with Fath 
Chak and other amirs to punish him. Fath Chak with the 
permission of prince Ahmed went ahead and raided Ladakh. 
‘The Ladakhis, unwilling to offer resistance, submitted to Fath 
Chak and sent much tribute. Getting jealous of Fath Chak’s 


- exploits, prince Ahmed decided to emulate him by invading ` 


Ladakh for the second time. Despite the former’s advice to 
the contrary, prince Ahmed Khan invaded Ladakh with only 
500 men. Seeing him numerically weak, the Ladakhis encoun- 


tered him. Unable to withstand their onslaughts, prince Ahmed - 


Khan fled to Fath Chak. The Ladakhis pursued the Kashmiris 
and when Fath Chak tried to rally the demoralised Kashmiri 
force against the enemy, he was captured and slain while Prince 
Ahmed was constrained to return with disgrace. Hearing all 
this Ghazi Shah got exceedingly infuriated and remonstrated 
with his son and disinherited him.”! i 


Abdication of Ghazi Shah (1563) 


In the year 1563, Ghazi Shah himself undertook an expedi- 
tion against Ladakh to teach its ruler a lesson, but he was 
forced to abandon the campaign and abdicate for certain 
reasons. Firstly, during his absence from the capital, the 
disgruntled nobles stirred up disturbance in the city. Secondly, 
the arduous march and excessive chill in the defiles of Ladakh 
had worsened the leprous state of his body so much that he lost 
his fingers as well as much of his eye-sight.72 Lastly, Ghazi 
Shah had grown old and become senile. His teeth were decay- 
ing and he was losing fast the pawn of his speech.73 

He was now unfit to rule. The issue of succession caused 
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his nobles split into two groups."^- One group favoured prince 
Ahmed, while the other supported Ghazi’s brother, Husain 
Chak./5 Each group endeavoured to gain. support for its 
candidate. The moment Ghazi Shah realised the gravity of the 
situation, he announced his abdication in favour of his brother 
Husain Chak in 1563 in preference to his son prince Ahmed, 
who had recently incurred the displeasure of his father on 
account of his unsuccessful Ladakh expedition.” 

Many nobles and amirs condemned Ghazi Shah for his 
wrong move and advised him to cancel the abdication. Realiz- 
ing his folly, Ghazi Shah decided to regain his powers and | 
nominate prince Ahmed Khan as his heir-apparent. But his 
plan ended in a fiasco when Husain Chak promptly moved 
into action and ascended himself the throne in 1563.77 | f 


Ghazi Shah's Death 


After the abdication, Ghazi Shah survived for three years, 
but during this period he led a miserable life. His son was 
tortured by the new ruler? . In the year 1566, Husain Chak 
issued orders to blind Ahmed Khan for his refractory attitude. 
Ghazi Shah made every exertion to get this order reversed, but 
in vain. Consequently, he died of this shock in 1566-67, and. 
was buried in the pargana of Bankil.? He lived for 58 yéars.8° 

. He was a master of many personal qualities. He was 
handsome,8! energetic with a dogged tenacity of purpose. Ghazi 
Shah successfully combined the skill of a conqueror with the 
talent of an enlightened administrator. —- 

As the protege of Kaji Chak, he fought in all his wars and 
share with him in exile all those moments of hope and despair. 


: After Kaji’s death, his predominance in the clan was unsur- 


passed. His whole career was full of adventures and: from his 
very teens he was incessantly pre-occupied © in displaying his 
military talents in warfare. It was due to his valour and 
determination that he pursued with single-minded application 
to grab the opportunity of attaining the position of king and - 


` laying the foundation of the Chak rule in Kashmir. 


. On assuming powers, he started his legal career with 
discretion and allowed freedom. of belief to persons of all 
religions. Though himself belonging to & Shia sect; he 
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appointed Sayyid Ibrahim's son Sayyid Mubara | | l 
6 m d Ch brahim's son Sayyid. Mubarak,®3 a Sunni 
He subdued the outer hill states and appointed able governors & 
in various Provinces for efficient working of the government.% 3 
Ghazi Shah believed in strict enforcement of justice, No on 3 
was above law in his kingdom. He inflicted harsh punishments “4 
on criminals. He cut the hands of a boy, who stolen fruits,86 E 
and imposed heavy fine on a villager for stealing fish.87 He did 1 
not spare the life of his own son Haidar and executed him fo 3 
stabbing his uncle.55 He also executed Shams Rain he S 
father-in-law of his son, for sedition.89 me E 
For the prevention of robbery and theft, Ghazi h gave 3 
the offenders exemplary punishments, viz., PERA Eia = nd 
amputation of various organs of the body, and iniostior ke 
| heavy fines?" By imposing heavy penalties and inflicting pai 
punishments upon the offenders, Ghazi Shah ensured peace à d E. 
safety in the kingdom. The author of Baharistan-i-Shahi has n 1 
demned Ghazi Shah for the infliction of inhuman Punishineate 91 E 
but we hear of such punishments even before him. It was durin ; 4 
the later years of his reign that Ghazi Shah, became increasing] 
cruel for much of his vitality was sapped by his serious ailm 1 
and he tended to be more choleric in temperament.2 ` S 
He was a cultured man and composed in Persj l 
Suka mentions him as one ‘versed in kiea e He ia 
regard for singers. and learned men, and spared the life of Bis 
Mirza Husain for his fame in singing and recitation of the Qurani 
verses.% Himself a brave king, he always honoured br: es 
soldiers. Thus he, forgave Kuchak Bahadur, belonging to Du. 
Bahadur's army, who was taken prisoner. Having been ic. 
ously wounded by an arrow, Ghazi Shah treated him with kind. 
ness and: made him over to the physicians.96 d 
Devoted to the cause of people’s welfare, Ghazi 
the first Muslim ruler of Kashmir to. have fasse vm en 
from the oppressive. practice of begar (forced labour). 7 : 
the. most hotable'service.of. Ghazi: Shah was that he pnta 
fully protected Kashmir from going over to the Mughals. which 
ne y later was overwhelmed by them. Thus the study 
character and achiev i hi 
Quis Rd Hors ements leaves an impact, which 


E Husain Shah Chak (1563-70) 


*— Husain Chak ascended the throne in 1563,9* under the titlé 
B* óf ‘Nasir-ud-Din Muhammad Husain Badshah Ghazi’ and 
* appointed his favourite roble Malik Muhammad Naji thë 
Wazir. He could not rife in peace and immediately after 
ascending the throne was galled upon to deal with a number of 
recalcitrant elements and: conspiraeies. The first man who 
posed a thréat to king Husain Shah was Ghazí' son Ahmeéd 
Khan. Assisted by Muhammad Magre, son of Abdal Magre, 
an old rival of the Chaks, and Nusrat Chak, Ahmed Khar 
planned to kill Husain Shah and capture the throne. But the 
. plan was foiled when Husain Shah imprisoned théni under fáfsé . 

pledges and gouged out their eyes despite the petitions of Ghazi 
Shah for his son. 


Revolt of Fath Khawaja (1564); ^ 


_ In the year 1564, Husain Shah was faced with a revoit of 
liis favourite noble Fath Khawaja'? and his son, otv whome the 
king had conferred titles of *Khan-b Zur and ‘Bahadur Khaw 
féspéctively.!3 In league with Fath’ Chak, Shams Dunt, Haidar 
Khan and other nobles, Fath Khawaja décidéd first to seóure 
the release of Ahmed Khan, Muhammad Magré and’ Nusrat 
Chak and then to seize the power. It was also planned to niake 
Fath Khawaja the Sultan of Kashinir.! Soon tle time came 
to carty out the plan. When Husain Shah wetit off à hunting. 
éxpedition, the conspirators forcéd theit way into the royat 
palace and set its gates oti fire. But they Weté ehcounteréd and - 
dispersed by Masud Nayak the Amir-i-Dar, who was also hold- 
ing charge of thé capital and the roydl guards. Fathi Chak was 
killed and Bahadur Khan béeliéaded: The lattér’s Heid was 
exposed to tetrorisé his partytheri, Fath’ Khawaja; the reaf Brain 
behind this scandle, fled to Gurez' with SHaifis Duni amd 
Haidit. He was pursued and’ imprisotiéd afoHg with mis 
atcoiiiplices. The king, oti his return ordered theif difipiftatiónto 
and Masud Nayak was elevated to the position of Khanit Zams 
With the title of MubariZ Khari.to7 In recognitiott of his’ faithful 
services, Husain Shah calléd hiii his son atid conferred dpon 
hint the pátgána of Bankil (moderif Bangila) in jagir, 0r - 
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Immediately, after suppressing this rebellion, Mubariz Khan 
also revolted against Husain Shah. A sudden turn in his career 
intoxicated him and he began to assume airs. His ambition to 


gain greater status and power soon overcame him and he began: 


to. aspire for the throne. In order to make his position strong, 


he collected à contingent of cavalrymen and won Lohar Chak 


to his side. Seeing his treacherous conduct, Husain Shah 
promptly managed to seize him along with Lohar Chak and 
got their hands and feet cut off. Nusrat Chak, who was already 
in prison, was blindéd on. account of his link with Mubariz 
Khan.!0 i : 


Revolt of Shankar Chak (1567) - 


. Another revolt against Husain Shah was led by his own 
younger brother, Shankar Chak in 1567.11? He was the gover- 
nor of Naushehra which was assigned to him in jagir. Under 

' the influence of malcontents he fled from Srinagar and declared 
independence in his jagir.t!!. From there he annexed the sur- 
rounding territories including Vankil, Buniar and some part of 
the Gakkar territory, and initiated a policy of oppression in the 
newly conquered areas. Tired of his depredations, the peasants 
of these small principalities petitioned before Husain Shah who 
promptly came to their rescue. A regular force, under his brother 
Ali Chak and his Wazir Malik Muhammad Naji was sent against 
the rebellious brother. They attacked Shankar Chak in the 
ravines of Poonch, where he had come to encounter them. Both 
the forces were locked in a fierce battle and- Shankar was 
defeated.!I? Haidar Malik states: ‘In the midst of fighting, 
Shankar Chak locked in a duel with his brother Ali Chak and 
when the latter was about to be overpowered by Shankar Chak, 
a soldier, Bahadur Khan, promptly intervened and saved 
Ali Chak. Shankar Chak received a sword cut and fled 
away to some unknown place.!!13 The chronicler does not write 
anything further about Shankar Chak. Possibly, he succurnbed 
to his wounds. The jagir of Naushehra was transferred to 
Masud Nayak.4. — . à i l i . 

_ After their successful return, Ali Chak and Muhammad N aji, 
were highly honoured by Husain Shah: | However, Muhammad 

` Naji, tired of worldly pomp and show, resigned from the post 
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of Wizarat.!5 Husain Shah, therefore, appointed Lauli Malik, 
his next Wazir, but on the charge of embezzling 40,000 
kharwars'! of paddy, belonging to the government, he. was 
dismissed and, in his place, Ali Koka was elevated to the exalted 
office. Ali Koka was a staunch Sunni ånd it was during his 
Wizarat that the religious controversies caused much panic in 


the kingdom which had far-reaching effects on the subsequent 


history of Kashmir. We learn from Baharistan-i-Shahi, that ‘Ali 
Koka was an incompetent and worthless man, full of prejudices 
against the Shia community. 118 NE 


Religious Controversy (1568-69) 


In the year 1568-69, a dispute over an incident sparked off 
a serious religious controversy and accentuated  Shia-Sunni 
differences in Kashmir. The dispute started when on one Friday 
in 1568-69, a staunch Sunni, Qazi Habib, who was a Khatib 
(reader of prayer) inthe Jami Masjid, took up a quarrel with 
Yusuf'Aindar, a man of equally staunch Shi-ite persuasion. 
In the duel fight that followed Qazi Habib received a serious 
sword cut and fell down unconscious while Yusuf Aindar went 
to some hiding place.! When Ali Koka, the orthodox Sunni 
Wazir! of Husain Shah, heard of this mishap, he at once 
brought the matter to the notice of Husain Shah and, with his 
permission, appointed a. Council of Sunni Ulema including 
Qazi Musa (Qazi-ul-Qazzat), Mulla Yusuf Almas and Mulla 
Beja Ganai to investigate the matter and suggest punishment. 121 
Though a breach of Islamic law, the Penal of judges issued a 
decree condemning Yusuf Aindar to death. None of the four 
Schools of Islamic Law approve of this decision and in spite of 
Qazi Habib’s own protest, that the death penalty could not be - 
inflicted as he had survived, Yusuf was. mercilessly stoned to 
death under the directions of mischievous Wazir Ali Koka and 
his brother Duni Koka, who wanted to defame the king by 
proving him a fanatical shi-ite.2 . — ; e ee 

The incident excited the sectarian differences to a high pitch 
of frenzy. The whole shi-ite community took itas a challenge. 
Thus supported by some enlightened Sunnis, Qazi Zain of Shafi 
faith and Mulla Sulaiman of Shia faith, demanded a review of the 
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whole case.!23 It was at this time that Husain Shah’s own 
devoted son Ibrahim Khan died and he was struck with grief.1% 
Meanwhile, when he heard about the arrival of Akbar's envoy, 
Mirza Maqim, he decided to refer the case of Yusuf Aindar's 
execution to him for his opinion.!26 
Mirza Maqim and Religious Controversy 

Even after Qara Bahadur's defeat in 1559-60,27 Akbar was 
interested in Kashmir affairs. Therefore, in order to keep himself 


in close touch with the developments in the valley, he sent 
Mirza Magim to Kashmir.2? The envoy was received with 


befitting honour and dignity.U? At this juncture, Kashmir was . 


in the grip.-of sectarian differences and Husain Shah was 

perturbed on account of Yusuf Aindar’s execution. He, there- 
fore, referred the matter to Mirza Magqim, a third party, for 

re-investigation. Magim involved himself seriously and his 

.. judgement cost him his own life later, when he returned from 
- Kashmir. 

Mirza Maqim sent for all the Ulema of the city including 
three, Qazi Musa, Mulla Almas and Mulla Beja Ganai, who 
had condemned Yusuf Aindar to death. The Ulema of different 
schools (Hunfi, Shafi, Malki, Hamble and Shia), including Husain 
Shah, presented themselves before Mirza Magim, while Qazi 

Musa cleverly abstained.?! Qazi Zain and Mulla Razi, who 
Were hent upon revenge, discussed the whole case before Mirza 
Magim, and then asked Beja Ganai and Mulla Almas to quote 
the provisions of the Islamic law under which the execution of 
Yusuf Aindar was held lawful, when Qazi Habib did not die.132 
‘The law books of the four schools were brought before the two 
mullas to justify their verdict. Byt the two mullas remained 


mum owing to pressure from all sides. At this time Ali Koka, 


the cunning Wazir of Husain Shah, pleaded on their behalf 
and accused the latter for executing Aindar on political grounds. 
He declared that the verdict of execution was given under 
duress.1 But Husain Shah solemnly swored and denied having 
had.exetted any such pressure except that, instead of deciding 
the gase personally, he entrusted it to the Qazis for their. 
decision in accordance. with the Sunna.!5 The statement of the 


King silenced Ali Koka, In the end, under the surveillance 
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of Mirza Magim, both the Sunni and Shia Ulema decreed the 
execution of Mulla Boja Ganai and Mulla Yusuf Almas accor- 
ding to Shafi law. Qazi Abdul Gaffur (Hanf-ite), Qazi Zain 
(Shafi-ite), Mulla Sulaiman and his son Mulla Razi (Shi-ite) 
agreed with this judgement. Accordingly, they demanded 
an immediate infliction of death penalty on the two Muttis.1? 
Mirza Maqim, a staunch Shi-ite, without any religious or 
political authority to interfere in Kashmir's internal matters, 
handed over the two convicted Muftis over to Fath Khan, the 
executioner, on his own responsibility. ®! Fath Khan was forced 
tọ put them to death after parading them through the city 
streets. !?? E 
Husain Shah, unable to uphold the verdict of Mirza Magim 
and the Ulema of Kashmir, left the city àt this critical juncture 
for some days to Kamraj and returned only when the actual act - 
tion was over.!49 
= Spe execution of the two Muftis was effected. in violation 
of the Islamic law, which does not permit the taking of lives of 
two persons for one as it happened in this case. Both the Sunni 
and Shia Ulema aee tier jurisdictions and ereated in awk- 
sition for the ruler.! 
e uA Magim too fired his gun, when he found himself the 
master of the situation, and initiated the Tevenge of Yusuf 
Aindar'sexecution. The others guilty in Aindar s case, Qazi 
Musa and Ali Koka went unpunished. Qazi Musa saved his 
life by concealing himself, while Ali Koka remained behind the 
screen. It would have been better for Mirza Magim and the 
Ulema of Kashmir to sentence the culprits to life imprisonment, 
rather than shedding their blood. - 0 l 
The religious issue least influenced the political considera- 
tions at Kashmir owing to the King's dexterity in the religious 
affairs and the execution of Magim at Agra.'^ Mirza Magim 
left Kashmir in 1569 for Lahore and was accompanied by 
Yaqub, son of Baba Aii, as the Wakil of Husain Shah in the 
court of Emperor, Akbar.!9 Husain Shah also sent his own dau- 
ghter, with precious gifts, to be married to Emperor Akbar! and; 
toallintents and purposes, he acknowledged his suzerainty.!45 
But before Mirza Maqim could start. from Lahore, Ali Koka 
and Duni Koka, who had gone there to bid him adieu, secretly 
despatched a Sunni group of disgruntled Kashmiri nobles and 
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‘the Ulema to the court of Emperor Akbar to complaint against 
“his envoy. Headed by Mulla Abdullah and Shaikh Abdul Nabi, 
‘this group successfully acquainted Emperor Akbar with the mis- 
doings of Mirza Magim in Kashmir. Hearing about the per- 
fidious conduct of his envoy, Emperor's anger stirred up to such 
a pitch, that he put Mirza Magim on gallows at Fathepur Sikri 
(near Agra) as soon as the latter reached there.46 To. express 


his disapproval at the conduct of Husain Shah, Emperor Akbar . 
issued further orders for the execution of his Vakil, Yaqub and - 


returned the gifts and his daughter without bringing her into 
his espousal,!47 The news shocked the aged king Husain Shah, 


who was unable to bear this grave insult and soon after fella 
prey to an attack of paralysis.148 - 


‘Abdication 


Towards the close of his reign, while Husain Shah was 


-~ __ confined to bed, many nobles including Ali Koka, Duni Koka 


and Malik Naji, plotted to create misunderstanding between the 
King and his favourite brother, Ali Chak. They advised the 
King to set up one of his own sons on the throne promptly and 
imprison Ali Chak and Sayyid Mubarak.!49 .Warned of this 
plot, Ali Chak fled to Sopore where he was joined by his 
favourite nobles, Sayyid Mubarak. -Abi Shah, Lauli Malik and 
Abdal Kham who had come from Poonch,150 j 
` After collecting together a huge force, Ali Chàk marched on 
. Srinagar and encamped at Fath Yari.151 Outwitting the royal- 
ists there, the forces under the command of Sayyid Mubarak 
moved onward to Zainkot!5? and finally entered the capital, 
Ali Koka and Naji Malik, seeing no way of success, advised 
Husain Shah to demit. ~ As Husain Shah had become invalid 
owing to paralysis, he relinquished the throne in favour of his 
brother Ali Chak in 1570 A.D. and sent the crown to him 
through Baba Khalil, 153 f . 


Er Closing Years - 
Immediately after Husain's abdication, many nobles induced 
Ali Shah to gouge out his eyes, but the wise Wazir of Ali Shah, 
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Sayyid Mubarak, advised him to refrain. from this. filthy action, 
He was, therefore, transferred to Harian Bazar in Zainpur!*4 
along with his treasury where he died after few years,155 * 

Of all the Chak rulers who ascended the throne of Kashmir, 
Husain Shah was by far the best. His reign was exceptional 
in many respects. He was a dispassionate ruler and efficient 
administrator with a fine literary taste. 

For his extreme generosity, he has been elevated to the 
position of Naushervan-i-Adil, after the great Sassanid Emperor 
of Persia, by the inspired contemporary Persian chronicler, 156 
The king attended to the complaints of his subjects regularly, 
protected them from rapacious officials!57 and afforded relief to. 
the needy and poor people by giving them out money in alms 

ry Friday prayer.158 i. i 
pi dei Chak ur Husain Shah was a Shia and like 
Emperor Akbar; he.was catholic in his views. He appointed l 
Habib, a Sunni as Qazi of Srinagar and allowed the practice of 
the Hanafi-ite law in the kingdom.!5 In his treatment of the 
Hindus, he was a man of liberal views. He participated in their : 
annual festivals, viz., Nauroz and Basant Panchami and distri- 
buted royal gifts among the Hindus on all their ceremonial 
Occasions. 160 

Husain Shah was the only king of Kashmir who planned his 
engagements by timetable. Thus, Friday was allotted for dis- 
cussion with literary men and the Ulema; Saturday was devoted to 
conversation with the Brahmin and the Buddhist priests; Sunday, 
he-passed in the association of Darveshas and Sufis; Monday, he 
attended the court with the Qazi and the Muftis; Tuesday, he 
passed in the company of Musicians; Wednesday, he looked 
after the army administration and inspected demonstrations of 
feats of archery and military artifices; and Thursday, he enjoyed 
in the company of his friends. 61 

Husain Shah was a man of many accomplishments and of 
varied ‘tastes and interests. A Scholar in his own right, he was 
devoted to the study of Persian and Vedic literature. He was 
well versed in Persian, Kashmiri and Sanskrit languages and 


. composed verses in Persian.'6.For the promotion of education, - 


he established schools and colleges in the kingdom!6? and patro- . 
nized men of. letters and fine arts. He was a pious man 
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punetiliously devo 


Ramzan fasts." 
stands out conspicuo 


greatest Muslim ruler 


ted to religious meditation and observance of 
Thus, as à man and as a ruler, Husain Shah 
usly and deserves to be classed among the 


s of Kashmir. 


Ali Shah Chak (1570-79) | 
; s Ghazi and Husain, Ali ascended the 
are ear under the title of Zahir-ud-Din 
throne of Kas B dshah Ghazi.!66 His favourite an d devoted 
Muhammad " NEE became the Wazir. Sayyid Mub arak 
noble, Sayy! rved as Wazir of Ghazi Shah, and for his faithfu 
. had already sel h strengthened the bonds of friendship with him 
Services, Ali pu daughter jn marriage to his son, Sayyid Abul 
and gave his © ise of Sayyid Mubarak, writes the author of 
nne nmi n of generous disposition, 


: ; ‘he was a ma ^ 
Baharistan-i-Shahi, t and grandeur, honest to his duty and 


free from wordy Pr n of his time in prayers." 

spent the major Pore Ali Shah’s rule did not pass off well. 
The eight ye 5 and unforeseen calamities were the 

Internal ae d upon to face one after 

order of the da 


another. 


wars, 
h.he was calle 


- Rise of Pretender 
: ‘his accession, an impostor from 
In 1571, Qui ok : pale" and named Shaikh Arif 
Iran, dressed int e e was a Shia and had lived under the 
came to Kashmir. in Quli Khan of Lahore. He had been 
protection of ee owing to the objections of the Ulema, 
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the chief of yaon Many miracles. are related to him.172 
lum in Kashmir. Ali Shah. received the Darvesh 
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with honour BU 


his very existence and the king 
d a threat to 
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- measures." l 
had to pe. ji he. € onfidencs: and goodwill of the 
. The Darvesh Wor © 


i p. ^ an extent that important officials, viz., 
iori ote ee Cu a8 Hahn Chi, son of 
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Ghazi Chak, declared him to be the Mehdi of the age.!5 
Their adoration for him carried them so far that they resolved: 
to depose Ali Shah and elevate Shaikh Arif to the throne.!76 
A plot was organised to assassinate the ruler, when he would 
come to visit the Darvesh.!77 It was soon discovered that he 
was an impostor and a dangerous character. The Kashmiri 
nobles deserted him and the king had him pursued and finally 
captured on the hill of Takht-i-Sulaiman. Ali Shah then fined 
him one thousand ashrafis (gold coins) and had his daughter 
taken from him in divorce and exiled him to Ladakh,!78 and from 
there he fled to Emperor Akbar and died there shortly after- 
wards.!79 


Suppression of Internal Disturbances 


The ill-treatment meted out.to Shaikh Arif by Ali Shah was 
highly resented by his followers and, immediately after the exile 
of the former, his devotee, Nauroz’s son Ali Chak, in league 
with Ibrahim Chak organised a plot to seize the throne for the 
second time. But once again his schemes were foiled and he 
was imprisoned. For his mischievous activities, Ali Shah ordered 
his execution. But his pious Wazir, Sayyid Mubarak, inter- 
ceded on his behalf and wanted him to go to his jagir in 
Kamraj.5! Ali Chak, instead of going there, fled to Ali Quli 
Khan, the governor of Emperor Akbar in the Punjab and soli- 
cited his help.3? But he returned disgusted, for Ali Quli Khan 
did not treat him with conventional hospitality, and stayed in 
the fort of Mankot. Joined by some other disgruntled nobles, 
he raised a banner of rebellion there. Ali Shah, thereupon, 
despatched a force against him. He was captured, and after 
a year and six months’ imprisonment, Sayyid Mubarak again 
pleaded on his behalf and got him released.!9? — l 


Revolt of Prince Yusuf 


In 1572, a serious situation arose in the kingdom, when 
Prince Yusuf revolted agaínst his father. Prince Yusuf's imme- 
diate rival for the throne was Ghazi Shah’s.son Aiba Chak. 
The relations between the two became. inimical when 
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.one day Aiba Khan disobliged Prince Yusuf and passed 
obscene remarks.54 Incited by a noble Muhammad Bat, 
Prince Yusuf killed him in an ambuscade and fled to Sopore, 
where he organised a rising. Abdal Chak, Ali Shah's brother, 
decided to attack Yusuf promptly for he was anxious to clear 
the way for his own succession. But on the intervention of 
Sayyid Mubarak, who wrote d letter to Prince Yusuf, the fratri- 
cidal war was averted and father and son reconciled.!96 How- 
ever, Muhammad Bat was not spared. He was summoned and 
imprisoned.!96 

Immediately after this bloodless victory, Ali Shah was dis- 
turbed by two other nobles, Shams Duni and Mubammad 
Maraj. But they were captured and imprisoned and, later at 
the request of Sayyid Mubarak, both were set free.!57 

Sayyid Mubarak, the king's sage Wazir, seems to have been 
‘singularly disposed towards peace and to setting affairs by saga- 
city and wisdom. On several occasions, he saved the kingdom 
of the Chaks from serious disturbances. 


Invasion of Haji and Salim (1575-76) 


Among the posteriors of Sultan Zain-ul-A bidin (1420-70) Haji 
Haidar Khan and Salim Khan, the two sons of Sultan Nazuk 
Shah, were living an exiled life in the neighbouring hill state 
of Poonch and were aspiring for the throne.'88 Lured by some 
Kashmiri chiefs, the two brothers, Haji and Salim marched on 
` Kashmir, and encamped at Naushehra from where they made 
‘secret correspondence with the disaffected nobles of Kashmir. 
Assured of their co-operation, the inexperienced and resource- 
less young princes advanced from Naushehra in 1575.19 Ali 


'Lohar Khan and Muhammad Khan.!% The two princes were 
defeated in their endeavour not by Ali Shah’s military might 
but by the cunning diplomacy of Muhammad Khan, who by a 
strategem killed prince Salim and dislodged prince Haji Haidar, 
when they reached Thana near Rajou;i.!?! 

Thus, a great catastrophe was avoided without sacrificing 
a single life of Ali's force. On his return "Muhammad Khan 
became the recipient of many favours from the king, while Ali 





| Shah promptly sent a force of 5,000 soldiers under his nephew . 
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Pangri, Daud Kadar and other nobles, who: had intended to 
help the pretenders, were punished. 


Relations with Kishtwar 


The Rajas of the small hill state of Kishtwar!?? were tributary - 
to Kashmir. Its Rajas who were Hindus till Aurangzeb's time, 
practically retained their independence until the conquest of their 
territory by Maharaja GulabSingh.!?4 During the weak succession ` 
of Shahmiri rulers of Kashmir, theRajasof Kishtwar had discon- 
tinued the practice of sending tribute but this practice was re- 
sumed by Ghazi Shah, the founder of the Chak dynasty. Shortly 
after the accession of Ali Shah, Raja Bahadur Singh of Kishtwar 
renounced his authority and stopped sending the tribute. Ali 
Shah, therefore, decided to reduce Kishtwar. Accordingly in 
1572.95 he despatched his forces under the command of his 
three commanders Ali Khan, Abdal Chak, and Nauroz Chak, 
to invade Kishtwar from three different quarters, Doda,'% - 
Singppur!’, and Marv.!?8 Finding unable to resist the invaders, 
Raja Bahadur Singh sued for peace and signed a treaty under 
which (i) he acknowledged Ali Shah as his suzerain, (ii) agreed 
to pay as tribute, saffron and (iii) in token thereof presented 
his sister Shankar Devi for Ali Shah’s grandson, Yaqub.!99 
But, as soon as the royal forces retraced their steps, Raja 
Bahadur repudiated the terms of the treaty. A second expedition | 
was, therefore undertaken in 1573. The royal force led by ` 
Ismail Ganai and Haidar Chak inflicted crushing andignomi- 
nious defeat on Raja Bahadur and forced upon him the terms 
already laid down in the previous treaty. Raja Bahadur 
therefore sent his son Narayan Singh with saffron, hawks and 
falcons to Kashmir. He also sent his own daughter? 
for Ali Shah, who was married by the king and gained the 
sobriquet of ‘Fath-i-Khatun’! (a lady who had been 
conquered). Thereafter, the relations between Kashmir and 
Kishtwar remained cordial during the whole period of the Chak 
rule. A 


Akbar and Kashmir 


With the exception of Ghazi Shah, none of the early Chak 
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rülérs could escape Akbar's talón for along period. They 
were made to play a second fiddle in the hands of Emperor 


Akbar. Ghazi Shah was the only Chak potentate who repulsed 


the Mughal onslaught but his brother, Husain, was reduced to 
the position of a puppet king by Akbar’s envoy, Mirza 
Maditti.202 l 

. No doubt Ali Shah, kept himself away from the Mughal 
clutches for the first three years of his rule but in 1573,95 he 
tod was overawed by sheer superiority of Akbar's' two ambassa- 
dors, Qazi Sadr-ud-Din and Mulla Ali:2 Emperor Akbar, 
from the neighbourhood of Kalanur, had sent his ambassadors 
to Kashmir, ostensibly, with the object of proposing à marriage 


. between prince Salim and Husain's daughter, previously rejected, 


but in reality to find out whether the conditions wer favourable 
for a Mughal invasion of Kashmir?°5 and to. force Ali Shah to 
pay his personal homage to Akbar.?96 The mission was carried 
out by the ambassadors with conspicuous success. Ali Shali 
proclaimed: Akbar his sovereign, read the Khutba and minted 
coins?" in his name. He, too, accepted the márriagé proposal 
and sent-his Vakil, Muhammad Qasim, with his niece carrying 
the best specimens -of Kashmir—saffron, musk and shawls: ag 
presents for the Emperor. The ambassadors remained iri 
Kashmir for a petiod of about five years and. returned to the 
imperial Darbar in 1579.209 


Famine (1576-79) 


The last years of Ali Shah’s reign were clouded with 
ánxieties when the two hoodoos-famine and fire, caused him 
endless worries. In 1576, autumn crops (paddy) failed owing 
to the early fall of heavy snow and caused famine in the 
country.2!° The king took effective measures to fight the famine 
arid exhausted all the resources of the state for. alleviation of 
the sufferings of his subjects. He. distributed grains stored in 
tlie government storé-house, remitted or reduced the tax in the 
affected areas, but the famine continued for three years in ail 
its horror and destruction.?!! To make the situation worse, the 
town around the temple Samudramatha?!2 was gutted by grisly 
fire causing enormous loss of life and property. Thus thousands 






Period of Consolidation — is 


of people were swept by hunger and fire. The state treasury 
turned empty and economie position of the peasants deterio- 
rated.213 

In a state of helplessness, the king moved from one shrine 
to another, praying for the welfare of his subjects. It was 
during these days of miseries, Ali Shah was told bya Fagir 
Zatu Chak that the cessation of famine would synchronize with 
his death.2!4 

Ali Shah was not yet destined to see his subjects relieved 
from the miseries, when one day in the new year of 1579, he 
went to Idgah at Srinagar for playing polo (Chaughan) and fell 


down from the horse while in Chukken. The pommel of saddle 


gave a fatal cut to his belly and he died on the spot.?!5 

Like his brother Husain, Ali Shah was kind hearted, able, 
prudent and an impartial ruler. He inaugurated his reign by 
introducing himself publicly to his subjects on the Friday cong- 
regation at Jamia Masjid and won the mass goodwill by declar- 
ing that he would rule “like a true pattiot and conduct official 


. business of the state without the least interference of religious 


prejudice" 216 

By nature, Ali Shah was a man of humane disposition and 
was opposed to the infliction of harsh and brutal punishments. 
It is remarkable for an age in which the punishments generally 
included, mutilation of hands, feet, ear and nose, gouging out 
of eyes, hammering the bones of hands and feet, roasting alive 
in fire, flaying alive, and battering with spiked rod. As one of 
the precursors of the 9th century criminal reform movement, 
he abolished the severities of the criminal codes from the judi- 
cial state administration of the country?! In this endeavour 
he was supported by his noble Wazir, Sayyid Mubarak.?!8 

Though, by faith a shi-ite, he was extremely liberal and like 
Ghazi Shah and Husain Shah before him, he also appointed a 
Sunni Wazir and cultivated matrimonial relations with the 
Sunnis.2!9 The king had high regard for Sufis, Saints atid 
learned men. He daily paid visit to Shaikh Hamza Makhdum, 
a: great Sufi of thé time;?€- He paid equal respect to. his dis- 
ciples, viz, Baba Daud Ganai; Baba Rishi Harvi, Zatu Chak - 
and Muhammad Rafig.22" 

Ali Shah’s generous patronage of scholars, poets and learned 
men is rarely unsurpassed. His court was adorned by promi- 
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` nent persons, and scholars including Baba Yaqub Sarfi and Baba 


Daud Khaki. Ahmed Kashmir was a favourite poet of Ali 
Shah and had become celebrated for his elegant poetry.22 Like 
Husain Shah, Ali Shah had also fixed. a day for discussions 


. with the learned men and Sufis.22 . 


Not many monarchs in history have. emphasised so much, 
as Ali Shah has done, a ruler's obligation to his people, making 
enquiries after their welfare, listening to their cases, feeding 
the needy and the poor and forgiving those who. begged for 
The peasants were completely relieved from many 
oppressive exactions by the king. The system of forced labour 
which was common under Shahmiri rulers, was completely 
stopped by Ali Shah. Even the hanjis (ferrymen) who were 
required to serve the king seven days in every month, were 
exempted from this evil custom.224 

In private life, he was devoted to religious meditation. A 
year before his death, he went on top of a mosque in the com- 
pany of learned and pious men and confessed his sins, for 


repentence.75 He spent his last days in prayers and in reciting . 


the Quran.26- 
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Firishta, p. 514. 

Firishta, p. 514; Tabaqat., IIT, p. 740. 

Ibid. 

B.S., f. 125-b; H.M., f. 135b; Firishta, p. 514. 

B.S., f. 126-a. Nizam-ud-Din (Tabaqat., III, p. 740) and Firishta 
(p. 515), state that Ghazi Shah decided to cancel abdication at the 
instigation of some traders who wanted to purchase personal 
belongings of Ghazi Shah at a very low price. But it does not seem 
to be convincing. f 

Suka (p. 391), writes that in the course of time, the king was 
attacked with a severe leprosy and was deprived of his beauty. 
Itching was caused by worms in his body and pus and blood came 
out of it, worms draùk off his pus and blood and ate his flesh, 
and he was deprived of his life. - 
Tabagat., XL, p. 744; Firishta, p. 517; Wajiz-ul-Tawarikh, p. 23. 
The 'pargana of Bankil' used as Bhangila by Kalhana (Raj. VII, 


498, VIIJ, 3130) corresponds to the present pargana of Banjil, to - 


the south-west of Paraspore (Stein, II, p. 481). 

Ghazi was 17 years old when Emperor Babur's troops invaded 
Kashmir in 1526. (See B.S.,f. 92-a). Obviously, his date of birth. 
comes to 1509. He died ia 1566-67, i.e. at the age of 58 years. 
Suka, p. 391. 
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. H.M. f. 137a; Narayan Koul, p. 93; Tabagat., UE, 741.. Firish was 
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Rafi-ud-Din has accused Ghazi Shab for his intolerant policy (p.77). 
But there is no such evidence in the contemporary sources. 
For details of Sayyid Mubarak, see infrà p. 79 sqq. 

B.S., f. 123 a. sg 
H.M., f. 123-a; Hasan, pp. 223-24. 

Suka, p. 389. 

Tbid. 

H.M., f. 135-a; Firishta, p. 511; Tabaqat., MI, p. 740. 

B.S., f. 124-a; H.M., f. 131 b. 

B.S., f. 125-a. 

Ibid. 

Firishta, p. 511; Suka, p. 391. 

Suka, p. 383. Also see Newall (J.A.S.B., 1854), p. 426. 
Suka, p. ibid. 

Firishta, p. 511; Tabagat., UW, p. 735. 

A.N., Tl, p. 199. 3 

A.A., p. 90 Under the Sbahmiri's rulers men were forcibly 

employed to separate the saffron from the petals and the stamens 

and for this they were given a certain quantity of salt as wages. But 

from the time of Ghazi Shah Chak, they réceived eleven traks (one 
trak was equal to eight seers of Akbar's time) of saffron flowers 
out of which one trak was to be their wages and for the remaining 
ten, they had to supply a quarter trak of saffron to the government. - 
This custom was abolished by Akbar on his third visit to Kashmir 
to the great relief of the peasants (A.A., p. 90). 
B.S., f. 126-a; H.M., f. 135b; Rafi-ud-Din, p. 79. ; 
Rodgers coin Nos. 20 and 21. (J. A.S.B., LXI, I, 1885, pp. 94, 1295 . 
R.C. Kak, p. 138. . 
H.M., f. 136a; Narayan Koul, p. 92; Azam, p. 85; Birbal, f. 85a. 
B.S., f. 126; Firishta, p.-515. e - : 
The Khawaja was a rich trader and, owing to his wealth,-was asso- 
ciated with the king and nobles. The word ‘Khawaja’ is associated 
with the name of all those men who are merchants in Kashmir. 
B.S., f. 126-b; Suka, p.392; Tabagat., IL, p. 392. 

Tabagqat., VIT, p. 743; Firishta, p. 516. E 

The upper Krishanganga valley is known as ‘Gurez’ which connects 
Astor with the Balti territory of the Indus (Stein, If, pp. 406-7). 
B.S., 127-2; Rodgers, p. 131; Firishta, p. 516. . s . 
Mohibbul Hasan wrongly writes that Fath Chak was Wazir of 
Husain Shah and was succeeded later ori by Mubariz Khan (pp. 154- 
55). Malik Muhammad Naji was the Wazir of Husain Shah (H.M., 
f. 136a). Ue z 
Firishta, p. 516; Tabaqat., Ul, p. 743. ` 
B.S., f. 127a. Rodgers wrongly states that Mubariz Khan took quar- 
rel with Husain Shah and demanded equal share out of his treasury 
when it was not given, he turned against the king (p. 121). - 
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wrongly assigned the date 972 A.H. (1568 A.D.) to this event 
WopSBE um Les ^ onus 
111. Firishta, p. 525° : 
112. H.M., ff. 137-1382; Hasan, p. 240; 
. Firishta, p. 515; Tabaqat., Ul, p. TAA. 
113. H.M., ff. 137b-138a. . 
114. Firishta, p. 515; Tabagat., ill, P 14. 
115. H.M., ff. ja8àa-b:. c7 700 E oak 
116. One Kharwar was equal to three maunds. and eight seers of the 
Mughal Shahi weight; and thé total annual produce. of paddy in 
Kashmir, under the Chaks was twenty lakh Kharwar (Tuzuk, I, p. 
143). : y 

117. B.S., f. 127 b; Firishta, p. 517; Tabagat., IIl, p. 745. 


118. B.S., f. ibid. EE 
119. B.S., f. 127 b. Haidar Malik is completely silent about this incident. 


We find different versions of this controversy in other chronicles. 
According to Firishta and Nizam-ud-Din, “in the year 976 AH. 
(1568 A.D.), Qazi Habib, a person of Hanfi-ite persuasion, after 
leaving the great mosque on Friday, went to pay his devotion at the 
tomb of some holy person at the foot of Maran hill. On this occa- 
sion a Rafdi, (Shia) Yusuf Aindar by name drew the sword and 
struck the Qazi on. the head. He levelled also another. blow at 
the Qazi who in endeavouring to save his head, had his finger 
. cut off. This attack arose out of no other cause then the animosity 
which existed between the two sects (Firishta, p. 517; Tabagat., 
III, p. 747). Hasan narrates a similar story but he adds further 
that Qazi Habib was saved by Maulana Kamal, who was with the 
Qazi (p. 420). Azam Didmar's version is'entirely different. He says, 
“after completing Friday prayers, Yusuf Aindar threw away the 
cap from Qazi Habib's head, who was the imam of the city. As 
this Qazi issued the orders for his execution and he wás accordingly 


persecuted (p. 151).. 
120. B.S., f. 127b. 
121. Ibid., Firishta, p. 517; Tabagat., VL, p. 745; Hasan, p. 241. .— 
122. According to the Quran the punishment to a criminal can be 
. imposed on the following lines: ` -~ 
We ordained therein for them. - 
**Y ife for life, eye for eye, l 
None for nose, ear for ear, 
Tooth for tooth, and wounds 
.. Equalfor equal.” E ; 
But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity, it is an act 
. .of atonement for himself.. And if any fails to judge by (the light 
of) what Allah hath revealed they are (no better than) wrong doers, 
Surah 48, p..257. (Translation Abdullah Yusuf Ali). According to 
the Quranic version; the decree issued against Yusuf Aindar was 
unlawful for Qazi Habib was not killed. : 
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The author of Baharistan-i-Shahi has exaggerated the manner in ; 


which Aindar’s executio i 
e odd n was carried out (ff. 128 a-b). 


Ibid. 
Badauni, II, p. 128. 
Ibid. 
Badauni, II, p. 128; Tabagat., IL, p. 746; Firishta, p. 518. 
Badauni, II, p. 128; Tabaqat., Ul, p.746. ' 
Badauni, II, p. 128; Firishta, p. 518; B.S., £.128 b. 
B.S., 1.128 b; Tabagat., IIL, p. 746; Firishta, 
i p. 128; Comprehensive History, p. 775, 
- 131 B.S., f. 128 b. 
132 B.S., ff. 128 a-129b. 
133 Ibid. 
134. Ibid. 
135. Ibid. 
136. Ibid. 
` 137. Tabagat., II, p. 746; Firishta, p. 519; Rodgers, p. 132. 
138, Badauni, II, p. 128. 
139. Firishta, p. 519; Tabagat., Ill, p. 746; Sayyid Ali, p. 43; 
Rafi-ud Din, p. 84; Azam, p. 52; Hasan, pp. 241-42. 
140. Firishta, p. 519; Tabagat., LII, p. 746. 
141. Quran, Eng. Translation by Abdullah Yusuf Ali Surah 48, p. 257. 
142. Badauni, II, p. 128; Tabagar., III, p. 746. 
143. Nizam-ud-Din wrongly writes that Yaqub was sent by Emperor 
. Akbar with Mirza Magim (Tabagat., IXI, p. 746). 
144. B.S., f. 103b; Badauni, II, p. 128. 
145. Firishta, p. 519; Tabaqat., Ili, p. 746; Badauni, II, p. 128; 
B.S., f. 130b. Hasan writes that Husain Shah sent his daughter for 
Prince Salim (p. 241). Mohibbul Hasan has followed Hasan (p. 156). 
146. Badauni, II, p. 128; Firishta, p. 519; Tabagbt., III, p. 746; 
B.S., f. 130b. : 
147. Firishta, p. 515; Tabagar., III, p. 746; Badauni, II, p. 128. 
148. B.S., f. 131 b. Firishta (p. 515) and Nizam-ud-Din. (Tabaqat., I, 
p. 746) write that Husain Shah had the attack of dysentery and 


123. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
129. 
130. 


cancer. Suka, on the other hand, writes that the king was attacked ' 


with epilepsy, ‘disease of brain causing fits and convulsion (p. 393). 
149. B.S., f. 131b. 
150. Ibid. i ; 


151. Fath Yari was known as Fathgarh. It is now site full of considerable `` 


remains of ancient temples (Stein, II, p. 404). 


152. Zainkot is situated about ten Km. (six miles) below Srinsgarand < 


was called Jainakotta (Stein, IL, p. 477). 


153. B.S., ff. 130a-133b. Accordiug to Firishta, the abdication took place 3 


without any differences between the two brothers, Husain Chak and 
Ali Chak (p. $19), ^ . e e 








P. 518, Badauni, II, 
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^54. Zainpur, also called Jainapur, was founded by Sultan Zain-ul- 

-  Abidin (Stein, H, p. 472). 

155. Birbal, p. 85; Hasan, p. 244. 

156. H.M., f. 136a. 

157. Suka, pp. 391, 393; B.S., f. 126 a. 

158. H.M., f. 136 a. 

159. Azam (MS), p. 159. 

160, Suka, p. 393. 

161. H.M., ff. 136a-b; Birbal, f. 85a, Azam, p. 153; Hasan, p. 238; 
Narayan Koul, p. 93. : 

. 162, ‘Rafi-ud-Din, f. 85a; Hasan, p. 238. 

. 163. Tabaqat., II, p. 744. l 

164. Azam, pp. 114-15; A.A., p. 108; n. 8. For details, see pp. 277-68, infra , 

s. 165, H.M,, f. 136b. 

' 166. Rodgers, p. 132, coin Nos. 22 to 25, Pt. II (J. A.S.B., 1885); R.C. 

Kak, p. 138; Coin No. 24, Pt. No. VI (J. A.S.B., 1876, Delmelrich, 

v. 296). 

:167. B.S., f. 122a. 

168. B.S., f. 133b. 

169. Ibid. . 

170. Badauni, IIL (Haig), p. 98. The local contemporary chroniclers- 
have mentioned nothing about Shaikh Arif. 

171. Badaüni writes about Arif that, ‘he is one of the grandsons of . 
Ismail-i-Safari. He is a great máster of exorcism, practices, many 
austerities and strives much in the path of holiness, breaking his 
fast always with some coarse burnt barely bread and bitter herbs, 
which none but himself can bear to eat. He walks steadfastly in 
the straight path of holy law and recites the ‘Azan’ at five times. . 
of the prayers in the practice of Shaikh Abul Fazl, at Imperial 
court, fearing no boy” (III, p. 79). 

172. For details see Badauni, IH (Haig), pp. 98-100. 

173. Ibid; Firishta, p. 522; Tabagat., p. 749. 

174. A.N., III, p. 847. 

` US. A.N., HI, p. 847; Firishta, p. 522; Tabagat., Ul, p. 749. 

176. A.N., IIL, p. 847. . £3 

-, 177. Ibid. i : 

178. Firishta, p. 522; Tabagat., IIL, p. 749; Rodgers, p. 134; Badauni, IIL, 

; p. 99. Abul Fazi exaggerates the facts when he writes that Ali Rai, 

^^" the ruler of Ladakh regarded the coming of Darvesh as boon and. 
begged him to accept his noble beloved and sister as his wife (4.N., 
IH, p. 847). — ; 

:179. Firishta, p. 522; Tabagat., IIL, p. 749. - 

180 AN., HI, p. 847; Badauni, III, p. 99. f 

181. B.S., f. 135a; Firishta, p. 522; Tabagat., Il, p. 749, 

182 B.S., f. 135a; Tabagat., IH, p. 749. : f 

. 183. BS., ff. 135a-136b; Hasan, p. 246; Tabaqat., I, pp. 749 50. 


^N 
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Mohibbul Hasan writes that Ali Chak was released on 
the Sultan one hundred gold dinnars.(p. 159); But wed 
any such version in the contemporary chronicles, 

184. B.S., ff. 136a-b; Tabagat., Hl, p. 749, 

185. Tabagat., UI, p. 749; B.S., ff. 136a-b 

186. Mohibbul Hasan, p. 159; Comprehensive History, V, p. 777 

187. B.S., f. 136 b. ` 

188. H.M., f. 139b; Azam, p. 155; Tabaqat., MI, p. 750; Hasan p.2 

189. H.M., f. 139; Tabgat., IIL, p. 750. os 
Radgers, p. 134, 

190. H.M., f. 139; Tabagat., MI, p. 750. 

Newal, p. 126 (J. A.S.B., 1854), 

191; We are told by the writers that as Soon as the invader 
Thana, Muhammad Khan, under pre-planned scheme 
himself to the princes and handed Lohar Khan over t 
Salim. He manifested sympathy for them and made 
that he was loyal to their cause. He also offered himse 
Kashmir for Haidar on the condition that Salim, 
brother should accompany him. Haidar Khan being deceiveq b 
his words accepted the terms and sent Salim with him, When is 
two reached in a narrow gorge at Thana, Muhammad Khan turn i 
against the prince and slew him on spot. When the news tached 
the prince, he was shocked and escaped to Hindustan wha 
Muhammad Khan successfully secured the release of Lohar Chak 
(H.M., ff. 140a-b, Tabagat., IU, p. 751; Birbal, p. 86; Hasan : 
246). UP 

192. Tabagat., MI, p. 751. 

193, The hill state of modern 'Kishtwar' (ancient Kashtavata) is in the 
S.E. of Kashmir on the upper Chinab river. Itis famous do: 
saffron cultivation (Stein, p. 431). Firishta (p. 522) and Nizam. 
ud-Din (Tabagat. HII, p. 741) have written ‘Gunwar’ a d 
‘Kaithwar’, ' respectively for Kishtwar. l " 

194. Stein, II, p. 431. 

195, Hashmat Ullah (TarikA-i-Kishtwar), pp. 151-52; 
J.P.H.S., IV, p. 37; Najim-ud-Daullah, (Tarikh-i-Kishtwar), p. 24 
Nizam-ud-Din writes that Kishtwar was annexed in 1574 (Taba, t i 
AIL, p. 741). EE: 
196. Hashmat Ullah, pp. 151-52; Tabagat., Il, p. 741; Azam, p, | 26 
` Doda is now district headquarter, situated on the left bank of the 
river Chinab. It connects Kishtwar through Tahri pass. 
197, ‘Singppur’ is situated on the left side of the Marbal Pass, 
to Kishtwar. - 
198, Marv is the easiest approach to Kishtwar and was frequently used 
, by the people during early days. 
199, Hashmat-Ullah, pp. 151-52; Tabagat., I, p. 741; Birbal, ff. 868-b 
Haidar Malik wrongly mentions Shankar Devi as the daughter 
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of Raja Bahadur (f. 141a). . Qe ums 

200. According to Mohibbul Hasan, Bahadur Singh presented to Ali 

Shah the wife of one of his relations, with whom Sultaa was in 
. love. There is no such evidence in Haidar Malik’s account, to 
whom Mohibbul Hasan has wrongly referred (p.761). 

201. Hashmat-Ullah, pp. 151-52; Najim-ud-Daullah, p. 24; Hasan, p. 245; 
Azam, p. 156; Birbal, ff, 86a-b. FILME: 

202. See pp. 54-56 supra (For details.of Mirza Maqim). ur PUES e 

203. Firishta, p. 522; Tabagat., p. 750. The date 1578, as given by Abul 
Fazl (A.N., TH, p. 750), for the arrival of Akbar's ambassadors in 
Kashmir is wrong. In fact, this is the date of their return. 
(Badauni, IL, p. 276). f 

204. Badauni writes about Mulla Isqi having come to Kashmir as Vakil 
with Sadr-ud-Din of Lahore. He is further attributed to have 
written a ‘Diwan’ and a ‘Masnavi’ under the title of Khan. 

205. A.N., HI, p. 356; Badauni, IL, p.276; Azam, p.157. Previously 
Husain Shah proposed her daughter’s marriage to Emperor Akbar. 

206. A.N., II, p. 356; Badauni, Low, II, p. 276; 

Hasan, p. 245. 

207. Azam, p. 157. Coin No. 27, Pt. IL (J.A.S.B., 1885, Rodgers, p. 135) 
of Ali Shah's time bears the name of Akbar. It was minted in 
987/1579. 

208. Azam, p. 157. . 

209. Badauni, II, p. 276. Akbar’s coin minted at Srinagar bears the date 
(987:1579) of the return of ambassadors (Rodger, p. 135). 

210. H.M., f. 141b; Suka, p.395; Tabagat., I, p. 751; Nigaristan, p. 
183. 

211. H.M., f. 141b; Suka, p. 395; Firishta, p. 523. Mohibbul Hasan 
wrongly gives 1578 as the date of famine in Kashmir. He also 
writes that Akbar's ambassadors were returned by Ali Shah. in the 
same year with precious gifts (p. 161). Thus the account in itself 
is confusing. l 

212. The temple *Samudramatha' is below the second bridge and is 
still visited as Tirtha in Kashmir (Stein, II, p.450), 

213. Suka, p. 395; H.M., p. 146; .Muntakhab-Kashmiri Mazoomatt, pp. 
25, 38. Hasan, p. 247. Suka has given a gruesome account of the 
horrors of the famine and fire, It is stated by him that men be- 
came cannibal and cooked the flesh of their children (Suka, 
pp. 395-96). A similar account has been narrated by Xavier who 
visited Kashmir in 1589 with Akbar during the days of famine. 

214, H.M., f.142b; See, Beverdige, p. 36 (J.A.S.B., LVII, Father Jerome 
Xavier). 

215. H.M., f. 142b; A.A., p. 534, n. 228; Tabagat., III, p. 751. 

216. B.S., f.137a; H.M. f.139a; Hasan, p. 244. 

217. B.S., f.137a; H.M., f.139a; Baba Daud, ff. 130a-b. 

218. B.S., f.134b. s 

219. Ibid; Azam, p. 153; Rafi-ud-Din, p. 88; J. A.S.B., 1888, p. 269, 
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. B.S., f. 134 b; Azam, p, 153, 

. H.M., f. 142b; B.S., f. 134 
Hasan, p. 244, Rafi-ud-Din, 

7222, H.M., f. 140-a. ; 

223. H.M., f, 136 a-b; Azam, p. 153. 

224. B.S., f. 19a; Mehibbul Hasan, p. 251, 

225, Suka, p. 394; H.M., 141b. 

- 226, B.S., f. 138 a; Baba Daud Khaki, p. 130, 


~b; 4.4. (Blochmann) 








Yusuf Shah’s First Reign and the 
Period of Interregnum 


Probem of Succession 


The sudden death of Ali Shah was. followed by a war of 
succession between his son Prince Yusuf and his brother Abdal 
Chak. No doubt, Ali Shah died without nominating his 
Successor but itis evident from the accounts of chroniclers, 
that he wished Prince Yusuf to succeed him and that is why the 
nobles and the Ulema too favoured his succession.! 

As the news of Ali Shah's death reached Abdal, he decided 
to attend the cremation of his brothér. But his wife, Afifa 
Khatoon and his son Habib, opposed him, for they did not. 
trust Yusuf on account of his part in the assassination of Aiba 
Chak. They were also afraid that the nobles would induce 
him to perform the coronation of Yusuf there. Abdali, 
theréfore, sent his messenger Jahangir Lon to Yusuf with the 
words to give up the idea of ascending the throne, for under 
the Chak roya? tradition, brother had been succeeding brother.4 
Yusuf, realising the sinister motive of his uncle, thought it 
advisable to avert the hostilities. on the day of mourning. 
Thereupon, he sent his three envoys, Sayyid .Mubarak, Baba 
Khalil, and Muhammad Bat to him with the request to attend 
the burial of his brother first and then take up the issue of 
succession to the throne; The envoys hada meeting with 














76 i Muslim Rule in Kashmir 


Abdalat his residence. They advised him to attend the 
funeral procession and assured him of his safety. They also 
tried to persuade him not to contest for the throne, for Yusuf 
had a better claim than anyone else.$ But all their attempts to 
convince - Abdal proved fruitless. He was adamant in his 
decision to die like a hero rather than to submit." 
The unyielding attitude of Abdal was highly resented by the 
- envoys who returned furious and prepared Yusuf for a battle 
against his uncle. ‘Thus keeping the deceased body of Ali Shah 
in the Jami Masjid at Srinagar, a huge army was organised into 
three divisions by Sayyid Mubarak, with an advance guard under 
Muhammad Khan, the centre under himself, and the rear under 
Prince Yusuf? Hearing this, Abdal who was already fully 
armed, moved out to Nauhatta, a locality in Srinagar. He 
began with an attack on the advance guard. Meanwhile Sayyid 
Mubarak also reached there with a force of three thousand 
cavalry and fell on his enemy. The royalists were in high 
spirits. Abdal tried to dispel the fear of his soldiers by retalia- 
ting with equal vigour, but in the midst of the fight an arrow 
from Abul Maali’s bow struck him. Simultaneously, he was 
attacked by Sayyid Mubarak, who pushed him down from the 
elephant with his lance, and a soldier named Husain chopped 
off his head on the spot.? Seeing Abdai dead, ‘all his force 
dispersed, while his son Habib fled away from the battlefield. 
He was swiftly pursued by Mubarak’s son, Sayyid Jalal, but 
Ewhile fleeing, Habib shot an arrow from the running horse 
‘killing Sayyid Jalal. Habib Chak escaped successfully. !° 
After this glorious success Yusuf, who was in the rear, visited 
the battlefield for inspection. He recognised the dead body of 
his uncle and forbade its burial. But Qazi Musa, who had 
earlier escaped execution in the time of Husain Shah, defied the 
order and buried it in his ancestral graveyard the same day.t 
The next day, Yusuf after performing the cremation rites 
of his father Ali Shah and Mubarak's son Jalal, ascended the- 
throne. He assumed the title of Nasir-ud-Din Muhammad 
Yusuf Ghazi Badshah? and had the coins struck and Khutba 
read out in his own name.!^ The common Muslim practice of 
medieval rulers that kingship knows no kingship was repeated 
by the Chaks here. 
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Early Measures 


Soon . after  Yusuf's accession to the throne, Sayyid 
Mubarak, who was greatly run down on account of the loss of 
his youthful son Sayyid Jalal, returned from the active duty 
and offered the services of his three sons, Abdul Maali, 
Ibrahim, and Husain to the new King. Yusuf Shah took them 
into his service and appointed Muhammad Bat his Wazir.'* 

The king distributed costly gifts and presents among his 
people to make them forget the wounds ofthe battle. .He 
ordered the abolition of various taxes which the earlier Sultans 
of the Shahmiri dynasty had levied on ferrymen and citizens. t6 
Forced labour (Begar) was also abolished. But he could not 
rule for more than two and a half months for he was called 
upon to abdicate the throne on account of a serious rising.!8 


Consviracy against Yusuf Shah 
Despite Yusuf's efforts to consolidate his position, discon- 
tentment began to mount among the nobles who were critical 
of his rise to the throne. His own cousin Lohar Chak was the 
first to raise disturbance for he had borne in mind the idea of 
usurping the throne.!? Another noble Abdal Bat, the brother 
of Muhammad Bat was also not happy with the king for not 
being elevated to the position of Wazir. He was therefore bent 
upon taking revenge.” 
The two disaffected nobles joined their hands together and 

organised a conspiracy to depose the king and install Sayyid 
Mubarak in his place?! J oined by many other nobles like 
Shams Chak, Ali Chak and Nauroz Chak, the rebels destroyed 
the city bridges at the mid-night of June, 1579,22 and fled to 
solicit the co-operation of Sayyid Mubarak. Since the latter 
had already withdrawn from state politics, and had certain 
regard for Ali Shah Chak, he advised the rebels to abandon 
their refractory attitude. But when he learnt about the des- 
truction of city bridges, he at once came out in the plain of 
Idgah and sent Baba Khalil to Yusuf Shah requesting him to 
forgive the insurgents.23 But the messenger was returned with 
a blunt reply by the king to. hand over the insurgents for 
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punishment. It was an unwise measure, for he did not even 
trust Sayyid Mubarak, who had always been a well wisher of 
the Chaks. Sayyid Mubarak took Yusuf's intransigence as 
both an affront and direct challenge and, as a result, he joined 
the rebels.24 Thereupon, Malik Naji and many other sensible 
nobles, who were conscious of the Sayyid’s influential position 
in the kingdom, advised Yusuf Shah either to do something to 
win over the rebels to his side or to purchase the support of the 
people by distributing money.25 But owing to lack of diplo- 
macy, the inexperienced king exhibited his hostile attitude 
towards the rebels and sent a force under Muhammad Khan 


against.Sayyid Mubarak and himself proceeded to the field. of . 


Zalidgarh.26 . Despite the request of Sayyid Mubarak to avoid 
bloodshed, the royalists attacked him. But they lacked 
discipline and were defeated. Their leader, Muhammad Khan 
and many other generals like Qasim Khan and Husain Khan 
lost their lives. The total loss on both sides was about three 
hundred men.?7 
The defeat caused much panic in the royal army and, while 
some. escaped to join Yusuf Shah at Zalidgarh, a good number 


of them submitted before Sayyid Mubarak.5 The miraculous i 


defeat befogged Yusuf Shah and he became pensive. Seeing 
him in a precarious position, many rebels decided to capture 
him, but Sayyid Mubarak refrained them from their malignant 
intentions. He proved more generous and forgave Yusuf 
‘Shah when the latter begged pardon through Mulla Hasan 
Aswad, the tutor of his father Ali Shah. He further advised 
him to leave Kashmir along with treasury for some months 
and assured him that he would be recalled and crowned as 
soon as the atmosphere would be congenial for him. Asa 
proof of his perpetual allegiance for Yusuf Shah, he sent back 
his envoy Mulla Aswad accompanied with his own son and 
Baba Khalil. Relying upon his words, Yusuf Shah deposited 
his treasury and-other necessary articles in the house of his 
cousin Ali Chak and left the insignia of royalty in favour of 
Sayyid Mubarak. He then betook himself to the territory of 
the Khasas.3! | 

The change in the political set up revived the old political 
jingling in Kashmir which was very common before the Chak 
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rule. The departure of Yusuf Shah prompted various political | 


groups to begin preparations to occupy the throne. 
Rise and Fall of Sayyid Mubarak 


With the banishment of Yusuf Shah, the throne of Kashmir 
remained unoccupied for four days. The trouble-mongers who 
had ousted Yusuf also disfavoured the accession of Sayyid 
Mubarak.2 Ali Chak, a cousin of Yusuf Shah, was the first 
to start disturbance and being proud of the royal treasury 
which Yusuf Shah had deposited in his house, hé disobliged to 
meet Sayyid Mubarak despite the latter's requests. Seeing the 
seditious elements getting momentum in the kingdom, the 
nobles declared Sayyid Mubarak the king and requested him to 
wear the crown in 1580.55 This was done only because keep- 
ing the throne vacant might have endangered peace and 
security of the kingdom. The new king could rule only for a 
few months and was forced to abdicate by Lohar Chak and - 
Abdul Bat. 


Internal Crisis 


An internal crisis in the kingdom was caused by the diplo- 
matic manipulations. of Abdal Bat who had withdrawn his 
sympathies from {the Chak house. He had already played an 
evil part in banishing Yusuf Shah, for not having been elevated 
to the position of Wizarat by the latter.36 Now, unable to 
attain the post of Wizarat under the new king, the ambitious 
noble again decided to expatriate him. Joined by many 
other untrustworthy nobles, he exploited the succession of 
Sayyid Mubarak tactfully and declared it to be the incompe- 
tence of the Chak nobles. Many Chak nobles also took the 
rise of Sayyid Mubarak as a great threat to their regal 
authority. So they wrote a letter to Yusuf Shah with a humble 
petition to come back and occupy the throne? On the receipt 
of this message, Yusuf Shah who had stationed himself at 
Rajauri, descended to Barbalj? with his followers who had 
lately joined him there.^ When Sayyid Mubarak. came to 
know of this treachery, he at once moved out to Satpat*! and 
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hurriedly sent his messenger Baba Daud. Mir to Yusuf Shah 
with the peace proposals and advised him not to trust the 
disloyal nobles.2 Thereupon, Yusuf Shah decided to continue 
friendly relations with Sayyid Mubarak and in token of surety 
he sent his son, Yaqub with Mirza Ibrabim and Mulla Hasan 
Aswad and returned Daud Mir with the words that he (Yusuf) 
was. coming to meet Sayyid Mubarak. But before the two 
eae meet, Abdal Bat who was scheming against Sayyid 
epee successfully foiled the.peaceful negotiations between 
ie two by sending message of loyalty to Yusuf Shah warning 
him not to trust Mubarak's words or meet him ^ Yusuf Shah 
at this time was.acting foolishly and, without assessing the 
. Situation correctly, he broke off the talks with Sayyid Mubarak 
_and challenged. him for a battle.45- Sayyid Mubarak was 
ea ie by this development. He at once descended to the outer 
ills and attacked the enemy. The two commanders of the 
coe Shah, Gada Beg. Turkman and Baz Khan, were killed in 
p battle. Dhangi Mir was imprisoned and Naji Raina, who 
ad stationed at Baruwel,46 was burnt alive along with his 
pártymen when they came in clash with the soldiers of Sayyid 
Mubarak.^ Yusuf Shah, seeing no way of excuse, fled back to 
Barbal with few men, while Sayyid Mubarak returned trium- 
phant to the capital.4 


Diplomacy of Abdal 


- Abdal Bat, who had successfully foiled the peaceful negotia- | 


tions between Yusuf Shah and Sayyid Mubarak by his cunning 
rm made another plan to overthrow Sayyid Mubarak, 
or he was still in power. He treachérously poisoned the ears 


of Sayyid Mubarak against Yusuf Shah's cousin, Ali Chak, by | 


telling that he was inviting Yusuf Shah. from exile and was 
conspiring to seize the throne. He further induced him to 
imprison Ali Chak, till he recovered. from bad  health.^ 
Beguiled by his talks, Sayyid Mubarak summoned Ali Chak 
through Abdal Bat and imprisoned him in his own house. 
Abdal Bat, who had carried this plan successfully, now incited 
the Chak nobles against Sayyid Mubarak and warned them 
that, like Ali Chak, their lives too were in danger. Thus, with 
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his ‘deceitful machinations, he incited the spirit of revenge ' 
among the Chaks to such a high pitch of frenzy, that the whol: 
of the Chak community turned its venom against Sayyid 
Mubarak. They again sent an invitation letter to Yusuf and 
prepared themselves for revolt with full enthusiasm.” ~ 

In order to hasten the crisis, Abdal Bat spread a rumour in 
September, 15805! that Yusuf Shah was coming to the city and 
raised the banner of rebellion against Sayyid Mubarak.52 

Hearing about the incivility of Abdal Bat and perfidious 
designs of the Chak nobles Sayyid Mubarak, though in bad 
health, released Ali Chak and marched against the .rebels. He 
encamped in the plain of Idgah and sent from there Muhammad 


. Padre with a challenge to Abdal Bat for a personal combat.’ 


As Abdal Bat knew that he was no match to Mubarak in his 
personal valour and prowess, he decided upon a ruse,4^ He 
sent a message to Sayyid Mubarak that the rebels were anxious 
for peaceful negotiations in the hospice of Baba Khalil, and 
the only cause of resentment was Ali Chak's imprisonment. . 
On getting this messagg, Sayyid Mubarak held an immediate 
council of his advisors, who suggested him not to adhere to 
Abdal’s mockery. But he turned dismayed when Ali Chak - 
fled to join the rebels. Ali Chak was followed by many other 
nobles. Sayyid Mubarak therefore prepared for the peaceful 
negotiations? but owing to his bad health he remained waiting 
there till Abdal Bat sent Haidar Chak who honourably brought 
him in a boatto the hospice of Baba Khalil. Ali Chak, who 
had already reached there, was imprisoned,56 while Sayyid 
Mubarak was forced to abdicate in favour of Lohar Chak, son 
of Shankar Chak.*7 Immediately after Mubarak’s abdication 
Abdal Bat sent his son to Yusuf Shah with the request that as 
the events had turned turtle, it would be better for him to 
return to his hiding place.*® Yusuf Shah was disgusted with 
the mischievous conduct of the Chak nobles and went to invoke 


| the help of Emperor Akbar.5? 


Estimate of Sayyid Mubarak 


The rise of- Sayyid Mubarak to power was a result of his 
‘audacity, His powerful family had fallen on evil days since they 
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were defeated by the Kashmiris in 1484. But Sayyid Mubarak 
had been able to regain the lost position under the  Chaks. He 
served as a Wazir under Ghazi Shah® and Ali Shah and it was 
due to his judicious inducement and wisdom that harsh punish- 
ments were deleted from the criminal code of the State. | 

.. He was indifferent to the worldly pomp and grandeur and, 
despite his dilly-dally, he was unanimously chosen by the nobles 
for the throne of Kashmir. His reign of six months was packed 


a special place in the history of medieval Kashmir. 

His reign was remarkable for its religious toleration and 
humanism. Clad in a simple dress Sayyid Mubarak ascended 
the throne and refrained from striking coins and reading out 
Khutba in his name. He broke the royal crown which was 
studded with pears, sapphire and rubies etc. and distributed 
it among his poor subjects. He threw open the doors of 
justice to all irrespective of caste, colour and creed.® He was 
resolute, and a man of firm determination. He had profound 
knowledge of Islamic Fiqh, Shariat, and Sunna. No other king 

` of Kashmir stands comparison with Mubarak's modesty and 
simplicity. His judicial reforms and strict sense of justice 
deserve appreciation. = 





_ was finally sent as captive to Delhi by Qasim Khan, a Mughal 
general: | When Akbar sent Yusuf Rizvi for the final annexa- 
. tion of Kashmir, Sayyid Mubarak was ordered to act as guide 
of the Mughal army. But, on his refusal, he was sent to Shah 
Baz Kambu in Bengal where he died after one year in 1589.66 
He left behind him two sons, Miran Sayyid Ibrahim and 
Sayyid Abul Maali, while the other two, Sayyid Husain and. 
Sayyid Jalal, were already killed in fightings. . l 





Lohar Shah Chak - 


'Abdal Bat, who had successfully manoeuvred to overthrow 
Sayyid Mubarak, elevated Lohar Chak, son of Shankar Chak 
to the throne. The new king assumed the title of Badai-ud-Din 
Lohar Shah® and, in a traditional manner, read out the 
Khütba and struck the coins in his own name. Abdal Bat 




















with many remarkable and novel features for which he occupies 


He remained loyal to the Chak house thoughout his life and l 
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received the coveted office of Wizarat for which he had created 
so much of chaos and confusion in the kingdom.9 The king 
was a mere puppet in the hands of his Wazir or, ‘a mere 
holder of the title and khutba’.7 Abdal Bat had already 
imprisoned his rival Ali Chak and informed Yusuf Shah not to 
come to Srinagar. He started a policy of consolidation to 
strengthen his position. He won to his side many disaffected 
nobles by appointing them on good posts,?! while a number of 
. them including Shams Chak and Alam Sher Khan, who were 
unhappy with the new developments in Kashmir, fled to join ` 
Yusuf Shah who was on his way to Akbar's court.72 

Lohar Shah ruled for about nine months which was re- 
markable for economic prosperity ‘and the administration of 
justice. We learn from the accounts of Persian chroniclers 
that the king made food abundant and cheap. The price of ‘ 
Shali fell so low that a Kharwar^ cost only a copper coin 
weighing 1} tola, and upto this day the term **Loharmund" 
(Large loof of bread) commemorates the era of economic 
abundance, the Kashmir had seen in the reign of Lohar 
Shah. 

To add to the economic prosperity, 
interest in the administration of justice. He was accessible to 
all and every one was equal before his court of law:7¢ For his 
generosity and sense of justice, he has been compared with Nau 
Shervan-i-Adil by the Persian historian Haidar Malik.” 


the king took keen 


Restoration of Yusuf Shah 


Yusuf Shah, after his banishment, as already discussed, 
stationed at Baruwel near Rajauri for about six months. But 
when he came to know about the rise of Lohar Shah to the 
throne he lost all hopes of regaining it without foreign aid. He, 
therefore, decided to invoke the help of Emperor Akbar. He 
prudently went by the Jammu route and took protection at 
Lahore under Raja Man Singh and Mirza Yusuf Khan who 
successfully conducted him to the court of Emperor Akbar in 
1580.78 Akbar, who was eager to annex the Kashmir kingdom 
and had since long been looking for such an opportunity, 
received the fugitive, Yusuf Shah, cordially and decided to use 
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him as a tool for his own advantage? “He ordered his two 
Punjab Generals, Man Singh and Mirza Yusuf, to carry the 
exiled king on the throne of Kashmir. Thus, aftera stay of 
about eleven months at the court of Akbar, Yusuf Shah marched 
on Kashmir escorted by the Mughal auxiliary troops.8? In order 


to win the favour of his old adherents and to get the reports of. 


political developments in Kashmir, he sent in advance his son, 
Yaqub Chak.5! 

When Yusuf Shah reached Lahore with the Mughal force, he 
got disgusted, because he smell the ill-intentions of the Mughal 
Generals. He realised that he would be carried to the throne 
as a Mughal nominee and would be forced to execute in his 
kingdom the Mughal rules and regulations which might lower 
his position in the estimation of his subjects, Meanwhile, he 
“received secret letters of allegiance from many Kashmiri nobles 
including Abdal Bat, with the request to come alone and 
occupy the throne.® Yusuf Shah, therefore, decided to go 
ahead without employing the Mughal force.4 He became more 
firm in his conviction when he came to know about the arrival 
of Muhammad Bat, his loyal Wazir, to Buhlulpur with one 
thousand soldiers.55 Consequently, he at once bade adieu to 


the Mughal Generals and came to Bublulpur under the pretext — 


of meeting his son and enquiring about the political develop- 
ments in Kashmir.5$ It was here that Yusuf Shah and Muha- 
mmad Bat finally resolved not to employ the Mughal force in 
this endeavour? And later when Emperor Akbar came to 
know of Yusuf's treachery, he turned furious and reprimanded 
his Generals for missing such a golden opportunity. The 
news of Yusuf Shah's arrival at Buhlulpur spread like a wild 
fire and all the Sirdars and amirs including Lohar Shah and 
Abdal Bat, who had beguiled him, turned pensive, while a 
number of them fled to join Yusuf Shah.” Ws 


Yusuf's March on Kashmir 


In the beginning of November 1580, Yusuf Shah marched 


from Buhlulpur without informing the Mughal Generals at 
Lahore. On his marchto Srinagar, he was joined bya 
number of Kashmiri nobles and soldiers and his force had risen 





tow 
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to four thousand cavalry and two thousand soldiers.?! From. 
Buhlulpur, Yusuf Shah came direct to Rajauri and sent his’ 
family to the fort of Poonch and himself encamped at 
Naushehra.2 On getting this news, Abdal Bat, the fickle- 
minded Wazir of Lohar Shah, prepared to put up à stiff. 
résistance to Yusuf Shah and with a huge force came out of the 
city and stationed at Hirapura? From there he despatched. 
an advance force under his two generals Husain and Yusuf to 
intercept the march of the invaders who were still at Naushehra. . 
The two generals in consultation with each other joined Yusuf 
Shah along with their forces.* Hearing of this news, many 
other nobles also deserted Abdal Bat and ‘came down to 
welcome Yusuf Shah.5 Before his march on Srinagar, Yusuf 
Shah sent his messenger to Sayyid Mubarak and won his 
favour2$ He then marched to Rajauri and. its Raja Rai. 
Bahadur submitted before him. Yusuf Shah made him the 
commander of the vanguard.?" At Thana Mandi, Yusuf Shah 
was joined by another group of Kashmiri nobles, including 
Hasan Malik and Daud Chak. The number of Yusuf's force .- 
was increasing at every step. He reached Sopore on Sth. 
November and was joined there by his son Yaqub, the 


same day.°? 
Battle of Sopore (November, 1580) | 


. Yusuf Shah reached Sopore without any mishap and sent 
from there a message to Abdal Bat to submit in good faith. - 
But the latter remained adamant since he was joined by Lohar 
Shah and Ali Chak and the confederacy of the three decided to 
give a fight to Yusuf Shah, 10 : 

Yusuf Shah at once annexed the surrounding. territories of 
Sopore and destroyed the city bridges,!9! Abdal Bat also came 
there with a huge army but, finding the bridges: destroyed, he 
stationed on the opposite bank of the 1iver Jehlum.!? Owing 
‘to the great depth of the river, the two forces could not clash 
face to face but showered arrows over each other for some 
days. Finally, Abdal Bat under a scheme despatched a force 
of 2,000 under Haidar Chak to-attack Yusuf Shah in the rear 
via Khuyahoma.!? On that very day, he directed his brother 
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Kashmir prudently and overawed his rivals by sheer 
superiority. : 


Ali Bat to cross the river and engage the enemy in the battle.104 
Meanwhile, he called Baba Khalil from Roba Bazi! and sent 

















a message to Yusuf Shah that the men who had rallied for his 
support were disloyal and before he would be attacked both 
from the front and the rear and defeated, he should leave 
Kashmir via Poonch and save his life.999 Yusuf Shah, who 
was well familiar with the deceitful ways of Abdal Bat, paid no 
heed to his message and arranged his army quickly, keeping his 
. troops both on the right and the left sides, musketeers in the 
front and himself in the centre, he crossed the river where 
the water was shallow and attacked Abdal Bat on the 8th 
morning of November 1580.107 After a horrible contest, 
Abdal Bat fell dead when Yusuf threw a poisoned spear at 
him. The incident disarrayed his whole force and Lohar 
Shah, who had lately joined him with a huge force, was 
unable to withstand the onslaughts and fled away demitting 
the royal parasol in the battlefield. When Haider Chak 
who was coming in the rear, received the news of disaster 
he got demoralized and escaped via Chirhara, leaving the whole 
. force behind to disperse.!9? 

Thus, with the flag of victory wavering high in the air, 
Yusuf Shah marched to occupy the throne. He was givena 
warm reception with congratulations by the Kashmiris at 
Barthana.!! He mounted the throne for the second time in 
November 1580 after an exile of a year and a half.1!! 

Lohar Shah's defeat in the battle of Sopore had its own 
causes. Firstly; the two forces did not fight jointly, rather they 
faced Yusuf Shah dividedly, nor did they make use of Haidar 
Chak, who was coming in the rear. The division of Abdal's 
force into three groups proved advantageous for Yusuf Shah, 
Abul Fazi comments: ‘As the flower of his army had gone off 
to the other place, Yusuf Khan (Yusuf Shah) took him at 
disadvantage and on 8th November 1580, crossed Baht (Jehlum) 
and dispersed the opposing forces without a serious engage- 
ment.!!2 Secondly, the typical temperament of Abdal had 
alienated the sympathies of all his generals and, consequently, 
they joined Yusuf Shah. Thirdly, Yusuf Shah, while in exile, 

had learnt a lot and forgotten nothing. He marched on - 
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